
History Year 9 Unit 3: Rise of Totalitarianism knowledge organiser 

Key dates: 
11/11/1918:  End of the First World War.
28/06/1919: The signing of the Treaty of Versailles.
31/10/1922: Benito Mussolini becomes Prime Minister of 
Italy.
30/01/1933: Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of 
Germany. 

What is Totalitarianism?
A system of Government which controls 
everything, is headed by a dictator and 

requires complete obedience by the state. 

Who are the key individuals in our 
enquiry?

Benito Mussolini (1883-1945): A journalist who 
founded the National Fascist Party and seized power in Italy 
in 1922. He then ruled the country in an increasingly 
Totalitarian manner until 1945.
Adolf Hitler (1889-1945): Born in Austria, Hitler was 
the leader of National Socialist (Nazi) Party and was elected 
Chancellor of Germany in 1933. He then seized power in 
1934 and was known as the Fuhrer (leader) of Germany 
until 1945.
Joseph Stalin (1878-1953)
A communist revolutionary who led the USSR (Russia) from 
1924-1953 following the death of Vladimir Lenin. 
Winston Churchill (1874-1965): Prime Minister of 
the United Kingdom from 1940-45 and then again from 
1951-55. A staunch critic of Chamberlain’s Appeasement 
and thought that the UK should stand up to Hitler. 
 

How do we judge if a country is 
Totalitarian?

We use Historian Sophie Ardent’s Four 
Points: S.E.R.F.
Scapegoating 

Economic Crisis 
Retelling History
Fear and Terror 



Homework Tasks- To be completed weekly on paper and brought to class Complete? 

1 Create flashcards on the key individuals of our enquiry. 

2 Write a paragraph answering the question: Explain what is meant by a 
totalitarian country. 

3 Use the K.O. and your knowledge to create an info sheet/poster on a 
totalitarian country of your choice: Italy, Germany or USSR. You must include 
examples from S.E.R.F.

4 Create a list of at least 10 questions and answers to help you revise the content 
from this enquiry. E.g. Q. How do we judge how totalitarian a country is? A. We 
use S.E.R.F.

5 Write a practice paragraph answering the question: How totalitarian was 
Germany? You must ue at least one of the Four Rs. 

6 Write a practice paragraph answering the question: How totalitarian was Italy? 
You must use at least one of the Four Rs. 


