
Year 9 Geography - Superpowers 

The Group of 7 - or G7 for short - are 
the seven most developed countries in 
the world. This includes Britain, as well 
as USA, Canada, Japan, Italy, France 
and Germany. The G7 used to be 
called the G8 as Russia was a 
member, but were kicked out in 2014 
for annexing Crimea in Ukraine. Every 
year, the political leaders of the G7 
countries, along with the European 
Union, meet to discuss current global 
issues. Recently issues they have 
discussed include climate change and 
the pandemic. Below shows some 
data of the G7 countries. The table to 
the right shows the key development 
data of the G7 countries. 

GDP per 
capita (US$)

Literacy 
rate (%)

Life expectancy 
(years) 

Britain 47,000 99 81

USA 69,000 79 77

Canada 43,000 86 82

Japan 39,000 99 85

Italy 35,500 99 82

France 43,500 99 82

Germany 51,000 99 81

OPEC: The term Organization of the Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) refers to a group of 13 of 
the world's major oil-exporting nations. OPEC was 
founded in 1960 to coordinate the petroleum policies of 
its members and to provide member states with 
technical and economic aid. Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi 
Arabia and Venezuela were the founding member. 
Other countries now include the United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar and Libya. There are no European countries in 
OPEC.

What is a economic superpower?
Some countries are called 
superpowers. These are countries 
with a very strong influence on 
countries all over the world. The 
three biggest superpowers right now 
are USA, China and Russia. 

What makes a country a economic superpower? 
There are 4 main ‘ingredients’ that helps countries 
become powerful and influential over other countries. 

● Geography -  how big it is, what natural 
resources it contains to trade

● Economic - how developed it it
● Cultural - thai includes its film industry and 

food and festivals shared around the world
● Military - how strong its army can be What makes China an emerging superpower? 

China is now the second biggest economy in the world 
and is soon to take over the USA. 

● Geography - China is the 4th largest 
country with a long coastline and over 1 
billion people 

● Economic - China GDP is growing was 
growing at a arte of 6% every year. 

● Cultural - Chinese food is popular 
around the world and every country 
celebrates Chinese New year 

● Military - over 2 million people are part 
of China’s military, the largest in  the 
world. 

However, not all of China is developing at the same 
rate. The Chinese government focuses more on the 
eastern half in major cities like Beijing and Shanghai 
whilst western areas are neglected and are still poorer. 



Homework Tasks Complete? 

1 Sort the list below into the 4 main ingredients of superpowers.
Oil / Growing GDP per capita / Large population / Food / Film industry / Large army / Nuclear weapons 
/ Long coastline / Good healthcare 

2 Calculate it!  Using the development data of the G7 countries:
1) Calculate the range of each country’s GDP per capita?
2) Calculate the mean, median and mode of both literacy rate and life expectancy  for each country. 

Remember to show your working out.

3 If you were to attend the G7 summit this year, what would you like to tell the political leaders? What are the 
current world's problems that need to be solved? 
List all the global problems that needs to be addressed and then write a paragraph explaining what they need to 
do and why you feel this needs to be done. 

4 Write a mini argument comparing the G7 countries to the OPEC before deciding which is a stronger 
group in the world. What is the reasoning behind your judgment?
“On one hand the G7 is stronger because…” / “On the other hand, OPEC is stronger because… / “My 
judgement is... I feel this because …”

5 Study the choropleth map of China’s disposable income by region. 
Describe the distribution and explain why it is uneven . 

6 With the current crisis in Ukraine, China becoming a big superpower, the costs of living going up and climate 
change giving the world more extreme weather - what do you predict is the future of the superpowers? Which 
countries will emerge and which countries will decline? Remember to give your reasons why.


