
Year 9 English – Crafting Writing

Sublime - 
Of very 
great 
natural 
beauty or 
excellence

Paranormal- 
Occurrences 
that happen 
beyond the 
natural 
understanding 
of the world.

Grotesque-
Something 
immensely 
ugly or 
distorted

Facade - 
A deceptive 
outward 
appearance

Ode - 
A poem 
expressing one’s 
thoughts and 
feelings on a 
person or 
subject.

Glorification -
Describing 
something as 
admirable or 
impressive 
especially when 
it’s unjustified

Futile - 
Incapable of 
producing 
anything useful; 
pointless

Sensual -
Relating to or 
involving the 
gratification of 
the senses or 
physical 
pleasure

Ephemeral -
Lasting for a 
very short 
time; 
transient

Eerie - 
Strange and 
frightening

Catharsis-
The process of 
releasing and 
feeling relief 
from strong or 
repressed 
emotions- 

Poetic Techniques

Imagery Visually descriptive or 
figurative language 

Enjambment The continuation of a 
sentence without pause 
beyond the end of a line

Irony The expression of one's 
meaning by using 
language that normally 
signifies the opposite

Caesura A break between words 
in a line of poetry

Ekphrasis The use of praise or 
description of a work of 
art as a literary device.

Rhythm A strong pattern of 
movement or sound.

Key Words

Soon we were hemmed in with trees, which in places arched right over 
the roadway till we passed as through a tunnel… great frowning rocks 
guarded us boldly on either side. We could hear the rising wind, for it 
moaned and whistled through the rocks, and the branches of the trees 
crashed together as we swept along. It grew colder and colder still, and 
fine, powdery snow began to fall, so that soon we and all around us were 
covered with a white blanket. The baying of the wolves sounded nearer 
and nearer, as though they were closing round on us from every side. I 
grew dreadfully afraid, and the horses shared my fear. The driver, 
however, was not in the least disturbed… We sped onwards through the 
gloom, with the howling of the wolves around us.

 What is happening in this extract 
from Dracula?

What type of atmosphere is 
the writer attempting to 

create? 

 How do you know? What 
language/language devices 

are used?

Isolated 
environment

Often a castle but not exclusively, 
more often filled with hidden 
rooms and traps

Atmosphere 
of mystery

A threatening feeling to the 
descriptions, creates a  fear of 
the unknown

Omens and 
Visions

Used to foreshadow plot points 
and further suspense. 

Supernatural 
events

The protagonist is haunted by 
things they can’t explain that 
defy the natural order

High 
Emotion

Characters are easily overcome 
with emotions like fear, anxiety 
or anger

Tyrannical 
men 

Powerful male villains dominate 
those around them, especially 
women.

Gothic Conventions

What do you think this 
description will be building to? 



Homework Complete?

1 Write down which gothic conventions are explored in the first chapter of Dracula, for each one explain 
how it contributes to the suspense of the narrative.

2 Write a short paragraph describing which of the gothic conventions you think are most effective for 
creating a gothic tone. Use examples from Dracula to assist in your answer.

3 Using the the following prompts write a descriptive paragraph in a gothic tone:
A forest, a storm, a broken down car, an ancient grave yard, an old man with a secret.

4 Write a descriptive paragraph the glorifies a part of the natural world. For example: A lake, a mountain 
a warm breeze, the sea etc.

5 Write a paragraph explaining the function of caesura and enjambment in a poem. How do they 
contribute to the rhythm of a piece of writing?

6 Write a short poem about about one of the following:
Waking up for school in the morning, walking home in the winter darkness, being stuck inside on a 
rainy day, the excitement you feel for the weekend on a friday.


