
Key Unit Words

Accuracy This means the image created is an exact 
likeness of the original image or object.

Facial 
Features

Facial features are a person's’ eyes, nose, 
mouth and ears.

Perspective To represent 3D objects on a 2D surface (on 
paper or canvas)

Portraiture Portraiture is the ability to be able to draw 
the human face and all its features 
accurately. 

Proportions The size of each part in relation to each 
other (Scale)

Shading Shading is used in drawing to show different 
levels of light or dark by applying pressure or 
layering marks to create tone.

Shape The outline of the object (circle, square etc)

Tone Tone refers to the light and dark values used 
to create an object or image.

Year 9 ART 1 KNOWLEDGE ORGANISER - PORTRAITS
What Are Portraits?
A portrait is a study (drawing, painting, sculpture or photograph) of a person or group of peoples faces or heads. 

Portraits are created to capture the likeness within a person's physical appearance.  They also can depict a person's social 
standing, inner feelings and thoughts, the social or artistic themes of the time and also look deeper into the uniqueness of a 
person to set them apart from others.

Facial Features
Below are some examples of how to draw eyes, noses and mouths.  
These will vary in size and shape depending on the person you are 
drawing but, this will give you a general guide
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Drawing a Portrait:

Step 1: Start with a circle. Draw a large circle and make a       
horizontal line below it for the chin. ...
Step 2: Draw guidelines on the face. ...
Step 3: Draw eyes in the right spot. ...
Step 4: Draw a proportionate nose. ...
Step 5: Add the eyebrows. ...
Step 6: Use a triangle shape to 
             draw lips. ...
Step 7: Add the ears. ...
Step 8: Draw the hair. 

NOTE
Remember to add tone to create a
realistic 3D effect.



Year 9 Portraits Drawing Challenges
This drawing challenge aims to help you build a good drawing habit and to practice your skills.  We would like you to complete 1 drawing 
a week for homework.  The idea is not to create the best drawing you have ever made each time, but is a way to build the habit of 
drawing regularly. 

Drawing Challenges:
Below are 6 drawing challenges -  You can draw them in any order you like - remember to cross them off as you complete them. You will 
need to hand in your drawings to your Art teacher at the end of your rotation.  You are focusing on People's faces in this rotation:

Task 1. Eyes Task 2. Nose Task 3. Lips / Mouth Task 4. Ear

Task 5. A Front Portrait Task 6. A Profile Portrait (Side)

You can draw your images all 
on the same page:

You could make a folding 
booklet/zine

You could even draw onto 
post-it notes if you wanted toWhat should I draw on?


