
Year 9 Ethics: How far does religion shape 
ethical ideas of society?

Is sex 
before 

marriage 
wrong?

What are the 
different forms 

of 
contraception?

Does religion 
agree with 

contraception?
Is abortion 
ever right?

What does 
religion say about 

abortion?

What is 
infertility 

treatment?

What do religions 
believe about 
adoption?

Key Terms
Abortion - The termination of a pregnancy.
Adoption - Taking a child from another family, legally and caring for them.
Adultery - Having sex outside of marriage.
Contraception - ways to prevent pregnancy and the spread of STIs. E.g 
condoms/ contraceptive pill.
Conception - When the sperm meets the egg.
Infertility - Not being able to have children.
Infertility Treatment - Medical intervention to help get pregnant. e.g IVF  
Sanctity of life - The belief that life is holy and belongs to God.
Shirk - The biggest sin in Islam - putting yourself on par with God. (Playing 
God).
Homosexuality - Being attracted to the same gender as yourself.
Heterosexual - Being attracted to the opposite gender to yourself.

Is being gay a 
choice?

What lessons can I expect to see in Y9 Ethics?

What is Ethics?
At its simplest, ethics is a system of moral principles. They affect how 
people make decisions and lead their lives. Ethics is concerned with what is 
good for individuals and society and is also described as moral philosophy.The 
term is derived from the Greek word ethos which can mean custom, habit, 
character or disposition. Ethics covers the following dilemmas:

● How to live a good life?
● Our rights and responsibilities.
● The language of right and wrong.
● Moral decisions - what is good and bad?

For Contraception stops the spread of STIs and unwanted 
pregnancies therefore should be allowed to be used.

Against Sex should only be had within a marriage and some religions such as 
Catholics see sex for procreation only.

For It is the mother’s body and her choice if she has a baby or not.  
Sometimes abortion is seen as the most loving thing to do.

Against The Bible says ‘Thou shall not kill.’ Therefore it would be a sin to 
abort an unborn baby.

For Jesus said to ‘Love thy neighbour’, meaning that we should be 
accepting of everyone, no matter their sexual orientation.

Against Most religions say that marriage is traditionally between a man and a 
woman because a homosexual couple cannot procreate liike a man and 
woman.



Task 1

Make flashcards on the keywords and 
definitions.

Task 2

Make a mind map showing everything you 
know about abortion.

Task 3

Use cover, write, check to quiz yourself on 
the key words and definitions.

Task 4

Create a revision poster on all the key 
information about all of the ethics issues 
you have covered so far.

Task 5

Use cover, write, check to quiz yourself on 
the key words and definitions.

Task 6

Evaluate the following statement.

‘Homosexuality is a choice.’

● Do you agree/disagree?  Explain 
your answer.

● Why might someone disagree with 
you.


