
Nonfiction texts are real life tales, letters, stories or articles used to either ridicule, persuade or 
inform. To understand the purpose and intended effect of a nonfiction text, you should first 
decode if the text is ridiculing, persuading or informing. You can do this by looking at the type 
of language - is it formal or informal? Is it structured in bullet points or in paragraphs, is it a 
letter, article, speech or something else? After working out the purpose of the text you should 
then ask yourself what it is ridiculing, what it is persuading you to do or what it is informing 
you of. After this, you can look at specific language choices and find out how it is creating that 
affect - what specific words or phrases have an effect on you? Finally, you should ask yourself 
why is this effect being created - is it critiquing something, promoting something or 
highlighting something?

Year 9 English Unit 2: Power and Inequality in nonfiction texts. 

Ethos The use of expert opinion to support 
your argument 

Analogy A comparison between two things typically for the 
purpose of explanation, comedy clarification.

Pathos Using language to appeal to the 
feelings of people in charge

Stereotypical Relating to a widely held but fixed and oversimplified 
image or idea of a particular type of person or thing.

Logos The use of logic or facts to support 
your argument 

Didactic purpose The real life reason a writer wrote the text

Tone The mood implied by an author's 
word choice and the way that the 

text can make a reader feel.

Entrenched Something (an idea or attitude) so deeply rooted that 
it is unlikely or difficult to change.

Anaphora The repetition of words or phrases in 
a group of sentences, clauses, or 

poetic lines

Injustice Lack of fairness or justice.

Hyperbole Exaggerated statements or claims 
not meant to be taken literally.

Product of 
society 

A result or consequence of society being the way it is 

Rhetorical 
question

A question not intended to be 
answered 

Subverts Undermine the authority of something

Counter 

Argument

Expert Reference Simile Metaphor Allusion

Opposing a 

contradictory 

belief or 

opinion.

Although 

fireworks can be 

dangerous, 

professional 

displays ensure 

the public’s 

safety.

Quoting a professional.

Professor Arthur 

Knowles, an expert in 

______, stated that: 

“…………..”

A comparison 

that uses ‘like’ 

or ‘as’.

Energy drinks 

are like toxic 

waste – 

useless 

sewage that 

damages the 

body.

A direct 

comparison 

between two 

objects or 

ideas. 

Drowning in 

an ocean of 

debt.

A reference 

to a person, 

place or 

event.

She’s a real 

Einstein.

Extended 

Metaphor

Prolepsis Metanoia Hypophora Anaphora

A drawn-out 

metaphor that 

can last several 

sentences.

Homework Is a 

prison. Your 

room is a cage. 

You’re buried 

under your 

school books. 

You’re chained to 

your pen.

Imagining an 

audience’s 

response/objection.

Some of you might be 

thinking _____, 

however ……...

Correcting 

yourself for 

emphasis.

I think – no, I 

know – that 

animal testing 

is wrong.

Asking a 

question 

before 

answering it 

yourself.

Who enjoys 

doing 

homework? 

No-one!

Repetition of 

the same 

word or 

phrase in 

successive 

sentences.

I have a 

dream… I 

have a 

dream…I 

have a 

dream…



Homework Task Complete?

1 Write 5 examples of anaphora

2 Read 1 news article (or watch the news tonight) and write a summary of what it was about

3 Write a counter argument to these three arguments....
Having a pet is pointless, all they do is get hair on your clothes
School uniform is useless, it’s expensive and suppresses individuality
Mobile phones are never helpful in school

4 ‘Teenagers are products of the technological age and should therefore be encouraged to use 
technology, not criminalised for doing so’ To what extent do you agree?

5 Write your own article arguing either for or against something
Suggestions: for/against zoos, school uniform, phones in school


