
Year 9 Autumn 2: The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime

Plot Summary… Christopher investigates the death of his neighbours dog and through 
his investigation finds out where his mum now lives. He runs away to London to find his 
mum and on route struggles with the realities of public transport and busy train stations 
with his Autism. Christopher eventually returns to Swindon to live with his dad and sit his 
Maths exam, this time far wiser and far more confident.. 

Character List 

Christopher Boone Protagonist, 15 years old and fantastic at Maths. Has Asperger syndrome.

Ed Boone Christopher's Dad. Caring but stubborn and can also sometimes be hot 
headed.

Judy Boone Christophers Mum, left due to not being able to cope with his behaviour. 

Siobhan Christophers teacher. She is calm, patient and encouraging.

Roger Shears Judy’s boyfriend, not always understanding of Christopher and can be 
sarcastic 

Mrs Shears Rodgers ex wife. Wellington’s owner. 

Mrs Alexander Elderly woman who lives on Christophers street. Welcoming but can also be 
a gossip.

What is Autism? 

Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is a developmental 
disability caused by differences in the brain. People with 
ASD often have problems with social communication and 
interaction, and restricted or repetitive behaviors or 
interests. People with ASD may also have different ways 
of learning, moving, or paying attention.

How do we know that Christopher has Autism from 
the play text?

● He loves animals, he has a pet and struggles to 
process the dead dog at the beginning of the play 

● He struggles with large crowds and feels 
overwhelmed with large amounts of noise 

● He does not understand sarcasm when talking 
with the shopkeeper, he takes jokes/sarcasm 
quite literally 

● He does not always like to be touched and 
instead of hugging his parents he will lift his hand 
palm to theirs 

● He thrives on routine and struggles when his 
routine/ day changes 

● He can take a while to process emotion, and it is 
not always obvious how he feels (i.e excitement)



Homework Task Complete?

1 Learn the spellings on the character list by using read, cover, write, check. You will be tested 
on these during your first three weeks of your lessons. 

2 You are playing Ed Boone. How would you use Physical Skills (i.e Focus, Facial Expressions, 
Posture, Gait) to portray Ed Boone’s character? 

3 You are playing Siobhan. How would you use Vocal Skills (i.e Tone, Pitch, Pace, Pause) to 
portray Ed Boone’s character? 

4 Use the information on the left hand side to answer the following questions…
● How do you think Christopher would react in long que in a busy supermarket? And why?
● Why do you think Christopher trusts his teacher Siobhan so much?
● Christopher is a fantastic mathematician, but what do you think it is about Mathematics 

that Christopher likes? 
● Why might Christopher be mistaken for being rude at times?
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