
Year 9 Unit 1: What are the key beliefs of alternative religions and cults ?
Key words: 

Humanism - an agnostic / atheist with a moral, 
scientific worldview.
Atheist – Someone who does not believe in God or 
follow a religion.
Agnostic – someone who is unsure whether God 
exists or not.
Theist – Someone who believes in a God or Gods.
A Cult- is a group of people who have a religion or 
a set of beliefs. The term ‘cult’ often means not a 
mainstream religion, but a group set up ‘in 
opposition to a centre of established authority’
Worldview- How a person views life through the 
believes that they hold.
Scientology –is a set of beliefs and practices 
invented by American author L. Ron Hubbard
Paganism – a religion other than one of the main 
world religions, specifically a non-Christian or 
pre-Christian religion. Giving respect to ‘Mother 
Nature’.
The Illuminati –(the “enlightened ones”) was a 
secret society. Adam Weishaupt, a philosopher and 
lawyer, created it in 1776. 
Jehovah’s Witness – hold a number of traditional 
Christian views but also many that are unique to 
them. They see the Bible as the source of truth.

What is Humanism?
Humanism is not a religion. It 
is all about not having a 
religion. They don’t believe in 
God, or don’t think there is a 
God (but can’t be sure) 
meaning they are atheists or 
agnostics.

How to answer questions in RE:
When answering a 4 mark question, it is 
important that you develop two points (explain 
each point)

An example of how to do this can be seen 
below:

“Humanist groups should not advertise their 
beliefs – this is preaching, which is what 

religions do.”

• Do you agree with this statement? 
Explain why/why not.

• Give one reason why some people might 
disagree with you.  (4 marks)

I disagree with the statement because 
everyone is entitled to free speech and should 
be allowed to express their beliefs in whatever 
way that they want.

A religious person might disagree with me 
because they might take offense at the 
advertisements stating that there is ‘no God’ 
and they might think that these opinions 
should not publicly advertised.



Task 1

Make flashcards on the keywords and 
definitions.

Task 2

Make a mind map detailing all of the 
alternative religions and what they believe.

Task 3

Use cover, write, check to quiz yourself on 
the key words and definitions.

Task 4

Create a revision poster on all the key 
information about alternative religions and 
cults.

Task 5

Use cover, write, check to quiz yourself on 
the key words and definitions.

Task 6

Evaluate the following statement.

‘Scientology is not a religion, it is a cult.’

● Do you agree/disagree?  Explain your 
answer.

● Why might someone disagree with 
you.


