
Year 9 Autumn 1: The Diary of Anne Frank
Performance Skills terminology list:

Physical Skills 

Posture The physical alignment of a 
performers body.

Gait How a character walks.

Mannerisms Small repeated movements 
specific to a character.

Facial 
Expressions

Various different expressions 
using the face to convey emotion.

Vocal Skills 

Tone Suggests mood and intention.

Emphasis Pressure on individual words.

Intonation Rise and fall of the voice.

Pause Dramatic pause at crucial 
moments.

A.Context

The Holocaust was Nazi Germany’s 
deliberate, organized, 
state-sponsored persecution and 
machinelike murder of 
approximately six million European 
Jews and at least five million 
prisoners of war, Romany, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, homosexuals, and other 
victims.

B. Plot overview 

The Diary of a Young Girl, also known as The Diary of Anne Frank,  journal by Anne 
Frank, a Jewish teenager who chronicled her family’s two years (1942–44) in hiding 
during the German occupation of the Netherlands during World War II. The book 
was first published in 1947—two years after Anne’s death in a concentration 
camp—and later became a classic of war literature. Otto Frank (Anne’s father) was 
the only survivor of the Hollocaust and has the final monologue in the play text - 
which we will explore in our Drama lesson! 

Character List

Anne Frank Margot Frank

Otto Frank Edith Frank 

Miep Gies Mr Kraler 

Mr Dussel Peter Van Daan

Mrs Van Daan Mr Van Daan 

https://www.britannica.com/art/diary-literature
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Anne-Frank
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Anne-Frank
https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-II
https://www.britannica.com/topic/concentration-camp
https://www.britannica.com/topic/concentration-camp


Task Homework Task Complete?

1 Learn the keyword spellings on the terminology list by using read, cover, write, check. You will 
be tested on these during your first three weeks of your lessons. 

2 Learn the answers to these questions from Box B:
A. Why is it important (taking into consideration the context) that this play is taught, read 

and performed all across the word?
B. Why do you think Anne Frank kept a diary whilst on hiding?

3 Choose one of the characters from the character list. 
A. Select two of the Physical skills on the left of the page and consider how you would 

direct the performer playing this character to use these skills. 
B. Select two of the Vocal skills on the left of the page and consider how you would direct 

the performer playing this character to use these skills. 

4 Learn the definitions on the terminology list by using read, Cover, write, check. You will be 
tested on these during your first three weeks of your lessons. 
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