
Year 8 HT3 History: How 
significant was the British Empire? 

Key Colonies/Dominions:
The Thirteen Colonies: The original English colonies in 
North America. Fought the war of American 
Independence to become Independent in 1783.

Australia: British explorer Captain James Cook first set 
foot on Australia in 1770. It became a British prison 
colony before eventually becoming a dominion in 1901.

India: Known for the Jewel in the Crown of the British 
Empire. Refused dominion status which inspired revolts 
against the British rule. Eventually became independent 
in August 1947 and partitioned in to India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh.

Nigeria: Became a colony in 1900 and gained 
independence in 1960. Nigeria in a diverse country 
whose different ethnic groups fought a vicious civil war 
from 1967-70.

Hong Kong: Leased to Britain from China in 1898. Hong 
Kong was a city which was built up by the British into 
one of the richest cities in the world. Returned to China 
in 1997.
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Key Terms
Empire: A collection of countries under the control of another country.
Mother Country: The country which has control over the countries within the Empire.
Colony: A country that is a member of an Empire. They have no choice but to follow  
the decisions made by the Mother Country.
Dominion: A country which is a member of an Empire. They are still controlled by the 
Mother country but can make their own laws within their country.
Revolution: A sudden change.
Indiginous: A group of people who have lived in the country first.
Missionaries: People who travel to foreign countries and try to convert people to 
Christianity.
Trade: A exchange of materials or goods between countries.
Raw Materials - The materials needed to manufacturer products.
Triangular trade: A trading system where upon ships set out from Europe with 
manufactured goods such as blankets and guns and exchanged them for slaves in 
Africa. They then crossed the Atlantic ocean and sold them at auction. They then filled 
their ships with goods such as sugar and rum and returned to Europe to sell them at a 
profit.  
Subjects: The name of people who are ruled over by an Emperor. 
First British Empire: The name for the collection of colonies controlled by England and 
later Britain. This mostly consisted of the thirteen colonies in North America, some 
Islands in the Caribbean and small territories in India. It ended when the USA became 
independent. 
Second British Empire: The name for the collection of colonies and Dominions 
controlled by Britain from 1858 until 1997.  
Commonwealth: A modern organisation made up of former colonies of the british 
Empire. Fifteen of these countries still recognise Queen Elizabeth II as their head of 
state. 

Explain why the British Empire was so 
significant.

How do I answer this question?

Point: One way in which the British Empire was 
so significant was it was Remarkable

Evidence: An example of this would be the 
religious freedom found in the Thirteen 
Colonies. This attracted many people from 
Europe who brought their professions to 
America.

Explain: This shows that the Empire was 
remarkable as there was very little religious 
tolerance in Europe at the time. This made the 
Thirteen colonies were diverse even though 
they were British Colonies

Therefore: The British Empire was significant as 
it attracted lots of people to its colonies as they 
were able to find the freedom to start a new 
life and descendants can still be found in these 
places today. 
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Homework Tasks Complete? 

1 Use a piece of paper to create a fact file (small poster with info about 
someone) on each of the ‘key colonies/dominions’ we are studying.

2 Revise the key dates of the topic by making your own timeline. You should 
drawn pictures/use symbols to represent each event. 

3 Use cover, write, check to quiz yourself on the key words and definitions. 

4 Write a narrative (story) explaining what happened during the founding of 
Australia.

5 Write one paragraph explaining why the Scramble for Africa is significant.

6 Use the structure on the sheet to write a different paragraph answering the question: Explain why the 
British Empire is significant.
You can choose from any of the ‘Five Rs’ we have looked at and any of the colonies/dominions we have studied. 


