
poverty: not having enough 
money for basic needs such 
as food, water and shelter

vulnerable: being in a 
position of possibly being 
attacked or harmed

injustice: not being treated 
fairly

exploited: being taking 
advantage of

prejudice: unfriendly 
feelings directed toward an 
individual, a group, or a race

 Year 8 FL English                                              A Force for Change:
                                         Can I write a persuasive speech giving my opinion on poverty?

Logos: 
-Having a clear argument.
-Using facts and evidence to 
support your argument.
-Having a clear structure.

Ethos: 
-Being confident and 
believable to your reader.
-Using anecdotes (personal 
experience)
-Offering a solution.

Pathos: 
-Making your audience feel 
sympathy.
-Telling stories that your audience 
can relate to.
-Inspiring your audience to action.

What makes a 
good speech?speech: a formal talk given 

to an audience

activist:  someone who is 
not willing to let a situation go 
unnoticed because they feel 
passionate about a topic

impact: a powerful or major 
influence or effect on 
something

persuasive: being able to 
get someone to believe what 
you are saying or do what 
you want them to do

● speak clearly and 
confidently; project 
your voice

● use hand gestures
● make eye contact with 

your audience
● be passionate about 

your topic
● use persuasive language
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How to 
structure a 

speech?

Example Speech on Global Poverty

How would you feel if you had to watch your child suffer 
because you couldn’t provide them with enough food? I am 
here today to talk to you about global poverty. It might 
shock you to learn that many around the world don’t have 
enough money for their basic needs. I believe that this is 
wrong for a number of reasons.

Firstly, a significant number of the world’s population 
doesn’t have enough food to keep themselves healthy. 1 in 
10 people don’t have enough food to eat. This can cause 
issues in daily life, like not having enough energy for school 
or work. This can also cause devastating health problems, 
which can lead to death. If more of us were generous and 
shared what we have, it could save people’s lives.

Furthermore, disturbingly many people don’t even have a 
home to live in. 150 million people are homeless 
worldwide. Can you imagine not having a warm, 
comfortable, happy home to go to? Living on the streets 
means that it is almost impossible to get a job and provide 
for yourself. This leaves these people vulnerable to hunger, 
sickness and means they are unable to keep themselves 
safe. If more of us campaign to the government for better 
support we can help to keep people off the streets.

As you can see, poverty is vile, unfair and unjust and we 
need to stand together to eradicate this.
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Rhetorical Methods

Emotive Language It is heartbreaking/ appalling / 
hideous / vital / significant / 
repulsive that ...

Facts and statistics 50 % of people say … / A recent 
survey has shown…

Opinions I think that…

Repetition We need to…, we need to …,

Rhetorical Questions How would you feel if…?

Triple (Rule of three) Poverty is _____, ____ and 
____.

Personal pronouns I believe… We should… You 
must…


