
Year 8 English – Unit 3 – War Poetry Linguistic Devices:

Alliteration - the same letter or sound at the 
beginning of words next to each other or closely 

connected.

Colloquial - every day or informal language

Juxtaposition - two things being placed close 
together to create a contrast.

Metaphor – saying something is something else in 
order to create a comparison.

Personification – using human features on 
something non human.

Repetition - single word, or a groups of words, is 
repeated to emphasise them and their meaning.

Simile – comparing things using like or as to show 
that they are similar

Rhyme Scheme – The pattern of rhymes at the end 
of lines of poetry

Volta – The turning point of a poem

Model Answer:

At the beginning of the poem Owen presents the 
physical effects of war as destructive. He describes 
the men as becoming “Like old beggars” in order to 

show how they are affected both physically and 
mentally. In the simile he compares the soldiers’ 

appearances to those of “beggars”  which implies 
that they were dirty and worn and have become 
vulnerable due to the poor conditions within the 
trenches. This could mean that war was having a 

debilitating effect on the soldiers showing the 
reader that war was not glamourous as the 

propaganda suggested but instead very taxing on 
the mind and body.

Propaganda Misleading 
or bias 
media 
used to 
support a 
point

Patriotism Believing 
in/support
ing your 
country 
without 
condition 

Poignant Evoking  a 
keen sense 
of sadness 
or regret

Strife Angry or 
bitter 
disagreem
ent over 
fundament
al issues

Vulnerable Exposed  
to being 
attacked 
or harmed

Tumultuous Excited, 
confused, 
or 
disorderly

Chaotic In a state 
of 
complete 
confusion 
and 
disorder

War Poetry Themes:

Nature
War is a violation of Nature 
in its fury, carnage, and 
disruption of the innate 
cycle of life and death. 
Nature often reflects the 
turmoil and violence or can 
be peaceful, calm, and 
supportive, comforting the 
men as they rest and 
revive. The poppy flower 
famously serves as a 
symbol of remembrance for 
WW1 and WW2. 

Loss of Innocence
Many soldiers were not 
prepared for what they 
would experience and 
hardly knew how to grapple 
with the carnage and 
absurdity of war. These 
boys were turned into men 
far earlier than they should 
have been. This is the 
tragedy of war - the march 
of old men sending young 
men off to kill and die. 

Honour and Duty:
Poems written early on in 
the war tended to 
emphasize the ideas of 
glory and honor, essentially 
supporting the war. These 
poems were powerfully 
patriotic, seeing a soldier’s 
duty as the ultimate 
sacrifice a man could and 
should make for his country. 

The Horror of War:
War poems often aim to 
shock the reader through 
presenting the atrocities of 
the battlefield - death, injury 
and pain. They show how 
the war affects the young 
men who fight both 
physically and 
psychologically. There is 
little to no glory and 
heroism, just scared or 
desensitized young men 
fighting for a cause they do 
not quite understand.



Task: Complete:

1 Use as many of the key words as you can to explain the poems you have studied this week. 

2 Come up with an image for each key word

3 Find three linguistic devices in the poems you have studied and explain how they help the poet to 
present ideas about how war affects civilians. (Use the key words to help you explain the effect 
created).

4 Create an image for each of the key words to help you remember their definitions.

5 Come up with your own metaphor, simile and personification to describe how a soldier would feel at 
war. 

6 Choose one poem that you have studied and write a paragraph explaining how the poet presents 
war. Remember to use quotations and the key words to explain your answer.

Homework Tasks


