
Year 8 Drama Spring 1: What is Technical Theatre 2?
A.Lighting  in theatre overview
Lighting is a very technical area and there are many types of lights (or lanterns). 
Coloured gels can be added to the front of some lanterns so that they throw coloured 
light onto the stage. Some can also be fitted with what is known as a gobo. This is a 
sheet inserted on a frame at the front of the light with a design cut into it. It filters the 
light, creating a picture effect on the stage. For example, a gobo could be used to 
create a dappled lighting effect to look like the leaves of a forest, or could be cut to 
create strips of light onstage which look like the bars of a prison..

Sound & Lighting terminology list:

SFX Special effects including Sound.

Found sound Sound that is found from creating 
noise from unmusical objects. 

Non - Diegetic Sound Sound that comes from our world 
(not the story) i.e underscoring. 

LXQ Special effects including Lighting.

General Wash A general wash lights all areas of 
the stage (also called a fill).

Gobo’s (first photo) A thin piece of material, metal or 
wood that goes in front of a light 
to create a shape.

Gels (second photo)| A thin piece of colourful 
paper/plastic that goes in front of 
a light to change the colour. 

B. Sound in theatre overview 
The sound designer is responsible for how a production sounds beyond the noise the 
actors make. Sometimes the sound designer is responsible for music too, but usually 
music and sound design are separate roles. It depends on the requirements of the 
show. A production with a lot of live or incidental music might have a separate 
composer, who writes original music for the production or a musical director, such as in 
Musical theatre.



Task Homework Task Complete?

1 Learn the keyword spellings on the terminology list by using read, cover, write, check. You will 
be tested on these during your first three weeks of your lessons. 

2 Learn the answers to these questions from Box A:
When might a gobo be used?
When might gels be used?

3 Learn the answers to these questions from Box B: 
What is the role of the sound designer?
What is the difference between a sound designer and musical director?

4 Learn the definitions on the terminology list by using read, Cover, write, check. You will be 
tested on these during your first three weeks of your lessons. 

5 Design a GOBO for a scene in a play depicting a ‘Forest’.

6 What three choices would you make as a lighting designer for the play Who Cares.
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