
Year 8 English - A Force For Change - Rhetorical writing

THE ARISTOTELIAN TRIAD
Strategies people use to appeal to their audiences, 

developed by Aristotle
Ethos

 
 
 
 
 
 

Logos
 
 
 
 

 
Pathos

 

Appeal of personality or 
character. Establishes the 
author’s credibility.
- Good will
- Good character
- Expertise
 
Appeal to reason. 
Establishes a logic argument.
- Statistics/Facts
- Citing authority
- Data
- Benefits

 
Appeal to the emotions of 
the author’s audience.
- Fear
- Duty
- Hope
- Patriotism

Destitution Poverty so 
extreme 
that you 
can’t 
provide for 
yourself

Exploitation Taking 
advantage 
of someone 
for your 
own gain

Articulate Speaking 
freely and 
coherently

Injustice Lack of 
fairness or 
justice

Prejudice Preconceived 
opinion that is 
not based on 
reason or 
actual 
experience

Inevitable Certain to 
happen; 
unavoidable

Vulnerable exposed to the 
possibility of 
being attacked 
or harmed, 
either 
physically or 
emotionally

Rhetorical Methods

Anaphora The repetition of a word or 
phrase at the beginning of 
sentences

Direct Address Addressing an audience 
directly either by name or 
pronouns

Hyperbole Exaggerated claims

Imperatives Commands

Metaphor Saying something is 
something that it is not

Rhetorical 
Questions

A question which does not 
require an answer

Useful Vocabulary

Other ways of saying ‘important’

It is vital that we…

It is imperative that…

The vital nature of…cannot be ignored.

Annotated example
Martin Luther King – ‘The March on Washington Speech’

Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. 
Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley 
of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is 
the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial 
injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. 

Anaphora: the repetition of a word or phrase at 
the beginning of multiple sentences. This helps 
Martin Luther King stress the point he is trying to 
make, creating a sense of urgency. Change must 
happen now or it will not happen at all.

Pathos created through King’s use 
of direct address. He is appealing 
to the audience’s sense of duty. 
They all have a part to play in 
helping their country end racism 
and segregation forever.

Metaphor is used here to compare ‘brotherhood’ 
to a solid rock. A rock is strong and stable, a 

foundation for Martin Luther King’s dream of a 
‘brotherhood’, a community of people who are not 

divided.

Metaphor: Segregation is compared to a 
‘dark and desolate valley’ to make it 
sound bleak. ‘Dark’ suggests negativity 
and ‘desolate’ implies there is a lack of 
hope.



Homework Complete?

1 Create flashcards for the keywords. Keep these to revise from for homework 4.

2 List ways you could use ‘Logos’, ‘Ethos’ and ‘Pathos’ in a speech about poverty.

3 Use three of the ‘Rhetorical Methods’ in a paragraph about the injustice of 
schools selecting students based on their background.

4 Revise the keywords for a Mastery Quiz

5 Use the extract from Martin Luther King’s speech to add a second paragraph, 
giving more reasons against segregation of people.

6 Plan your own speech on an area of change you would like to see in the world.


