
History Year 8 HT1 Changes in France 1785 - 1800
knowledge organiser

Outcomes of the French Revolution:

● Declaration of the rights of man “Men are born and remain equal in rights”
● Active citizens could elect government officials
● Feudalism was abolished
● Jobs to be allocated on the basis of merit
● Every citizen had the right freedom of speech and expression
● Church tax was abolished
● Torture and hanging were abolished and trial by jury introduced.

Major Events and Key Information

Storming of Bastille

14th July, 1789

The Bastille was a medieval fortress positioned in the centre of 
Paris. After King Louis refused to grant the lower classes of the 
country more power, a crowd of around 900 people from the Third 
Estate violently attacked the Bastille. Its fall is seen as the starting 
point of the revolution 

Flight to Varennes

20th-21st June 1793

The Flight to Varennes was a dramatic moment in which King 
Louis XVI and the immediate members of the Royal Family, 
disempowered by the recent reforms, attempted to flee France. 
They were unsuccessful

Executions 

21st January and 1793

Louis was made to go on trial as an ordinary citizen (Louis Capet), 
and he was very quickly found guilty of high treason. Robespierre 
convinced the people that the king must die in order for the 
revolution to live. He was therefore executed. Marie Antoinette, his 
queen, was executed four months later. The Directory takes 
control

Napoleon Overthrows 
Directory

9th November 1799

Napoleon completed a swift coup d’état with his allies. He formed 
a new government called The Consulate, thus ending the French 

Revolution.



1. Use cover, write and 
check to quiz yourself 
on the key words and 

definitions

2. Turn each of the Long 
term causes of the French 
revolution into a picture to 
help you remember them. 

3. Create a 10 questions to 
test a neighbour on their 
understanding of the key 

events of the French 
Revolution.

Eg. What date was the 
storming of the Bastille?

4. Write a paragraph 
explaining whether you think 

it was the right decision to 
execute King Louis XVI and 

Marie Antoinette. 

Use the key events section 
to help you.

5. Look at the results of the 
French Revolution. 

Did it make life in France 
better? Explain your answer

6. Revision for Best work.

Create a Mind map of 
causes, events and results 
of the French revolution. 

This can include pictures to 
help you remember. 


