
Unit 1 Geography: Development

Human Development Index
Development is measured using the Human Development Index (HDI). HDI is 
calculated by the United Nations. Unlike other more simplistic measures, it is 
a compound index, meaning that it is made up of various key components of 
a country (education, health and wealth) to determine their level of 
development.

Causes of the Global Development Gap

• Social: Some parts of the world have issues that are caused by people. These include low levels of education, 
poor water quality or a lack of doctors.

• Economic: Some countries have very high levels of debt. This means that they have to pay a lot of money in 
interest and repayments and there is very little left over for development projects.

• Physical:  Some areas have a hostile or difficult landscape. This can make development more difficult. Examples 
of this are very hot climates or arid climates which make it difficult to grow sufficient food.

• Historical: Colonialism. Developing countries were exploited by developed countries in the past. Money went 
back to the colonising country rather than being invested in the society of the colonised country. India is a good 
example of this. 

How do we categorise countries:
HIC: High income country
NEE: Newly emerging economies
LIC: Low income country 

How do we measure development?
Single indicators: 

Birth rate: Lives births per 1000 people
Death rate: Deaths per 1000 people
Life expectancy: The average age a person may live to
Literacy rate: The percentage of adults who can read and write
GNI : Gross national income per person. Country’s income divided by the population.

What is it like in Norway?
Population: 5.37 million
Life expectancy: 82 years
Birth rate: 1.53
Death rate: 7.9
GNI: $64,992
HDI: 0.957

What is it like in Burkina 
Faso?
Population: 20 million 
Life expectancy: 61 years
Birth rate: 5.11
Death rate: 7.7
GNI: $2,199
HDI: 0.452



1. Use cover, write, check to quiz 
yourself on how we measure 
development.

2. Write a paragraph on how 
development differs around the world.

3. Create a fact file on Burkina Faso.

4. Create a poster to show why their is a 
development gap. 

5. Create a fact file for Norway. 6. Draft your poster design for your best 
piece of work. 

Knowledge Organiser Tasks:


