
1485: Henry VII wins 
the Battle of 
Bosworth

1485- 1509: Henry 
VII rules as 1st Tudor 
monarch 

1502: Prince Arthur 
dies, his brother 
Henry becomes heir

1509: Henry VIII 
becomes King & marries 
Catherine of Aragon

1533: Henry breaks with 
Rome and marries Anne 
Boleyn 

1536: The Dissolution of 
the Monasteries 

1547: 9 year-old Edward 
VI takes the throne with 
a regent to help rule 

1553: Edward dies aged 
15, Mary I is England’s 
first female monarch 

1558: Mary dies and 
Elizabeth I becomes 
Queen 

In which order did the Tudors rule? Henry VII 
(1485-1509), Henry VIII (1509-1547), Edward VI 
(1547-1553), Mary I (1553-1558) & Elizabeth (1558-1603)

Year 7 History HT3 Why did Henry VIII break with 
Rome and what were the consequences? 

Best work question: Explain why Henry 
VIII broke with Rome. (12 marks)

You will need to write 3 PEET 
paragraphs, no intro or conclusion. Each 
paragraph should be about a different 
reason. Below is a model paragraph for 
this question.

Point: One reason Henry VIII broke with 
Rome was due to economic reasons. 
Evidence: The Church was incredibly rich 
and powerful, they owned one third of the 
land in England. The Church also 
collected one tenth of each person's 
income as part of the tax called a tithe. 
Explain: This made Henry want to break 
with Rome because he thought this 
money should be going to him as the 
King, and not the Church. He wanted to 
fight more, expensive, wars with France 
and so would need more money to fund 
this.
Therefore: Therefore, one reason Henry 
VIII broke with Rome was because he 
thought the Church was too rich. 

C= Catholic    P=Protestant

Powerful facts to learn:
-The King’s Great matter was Henry wanting a male 
heir 
-Henry wanted an annulment of his marriage to 
Catherine of Aragon. An annulment is when a 
marriage is cancelled on the grounds that it should 
not have been allowed 
-Henry needed to marry Anne Boleyn because he 
needed any children they had to be legitimate (born 
to married parents)
-Martin Luther started the Protestant Reformation in 
Germany. Protestantism spread to other countries in 
Europe such as Switzerland and Denmark 
-Some members of the Catholic Church were corrupt 
and carried out nepotism. This is when you give jobs 
to your family members 
-The Church owned one third of the land in England 
-Henry VIII used the Act of Supremacy in 1533 to 
make himself head of the Church of England and 
grant himself an annulment 
-The Dissolution of the Monasteries was when Henry 
VIII took all the wealth from England’s 800 
monasteries in 1536
-Edward VI was only 9 years old when he became 
King so he needed a regent to help rule 

Tudor Family Tree



Homework Tasks Complete? 

1 Draw your own version of the Tudor family tree. Write an explanation of how the Tudor monarchs are 
related underneath.

2 Write out questions to which the ‘powerful facts’ are the answers. For example the top one, you could 
ask ‘What is meant by the King’s Great Matter?’. 

3 Using your questions and answers from last week, create revision cards for the ‘powerful facts’. 

4 Use the model answer to write a paragraph answering the question Explain why Henry VIII broke 
with Rome. (12 marks). You must write your paragraph about a different reason than the model. 

5 Recreate the timeline at the bottom of the knowledge organiser. Add an image or a symbol to 
represent each event. 

6 Write a narrative (the story) of the Tudors rule. Start with Henry VII and end with Elizabeth I. Use full 
sentences and as many of the powerful facts as you can. 


