
Year 7 English– Unit 3 – Identity PoetryEvaluative phrases / statements: 

What: 
The poet explores ideas of …
The poet challenges ideas of .. 
The poet reveals ideas of … 

How: 
The poet’s use of ‘...’ could suggest that 
… 
The use of ‘...’ highlights how .. because it 
has connotations of …
The use of [technique / word] might 
demonstrate/illustrate … 

Why: 
The poet might be doing this in order to 
celebrate / criticise / reflect / condemn 
… 
This could link to the poet’s experience of 
… 
  

Linguistic Devices:

Alliteration - the same letter or sound at 
the beginning of words next to each other 

or closely connected.

Juxtaposition - two things being placed 
close together to create a contrast.

Metaphor – saying something is 
something else in order to create a 

comparison.

Personification – using human features on 
something non human.

Repetition - single word, or a group of 
words, is repeated to emphasise them 

and their meaning.

Simile – comparing things using like or as 
to show that they are similar

Model Answer:

In the poem ‘Presents from my Aunts in Pakistan’, Alvi 
explores the idea of struggling with her dual identity as 

she is torn between her British and Pakistani nationalities. 
Alvi states that she feels she is “of not a fixed nationality”. 
The use of the adjective “fixed” illustrates how Alvi views 

nationality as something firm and immovable, which 
makes it hard for her to understand where she fits in. Alvi 
might be doing this to reflect her feelings of being divided 
in her identity and she feels she is neither fully British nor 

fully Pakistani. This could link to Alvi’s experience of 
emigrating to the UK from Pakistan when she was a few 
years old and growing up with both British and Pakistani 

influences.

Conflicted Having or 
showing 
confused 
feelings. 

Estranged No longer 
close to 
something 
or 
someone; 
alienated.

Identity Who or what 
a person or 
thing is. 
Often 
shaped by 
their 
experiences.

Injustice When 
people are 
treated 
unequally 
or unfairly.

Prejudice Judging 
someone 
before you 
know them. 

Culture The ideas, 
customs, 
and social 
behaviour 
of a 
particular 
people or 
society.

Nationalism Identification  
with one's 
own nation 
and support 
for its 
interests.

What is the 
doing? 

How is this seen 
through 
language? 

Why might the poet be doing this? 



Task: Complete:

1 Use as many of the key words as you can to explain the poems you have studied this week. 

2 Create an image for each of the key words to help you remember their definitions.

3 Use all of the key words to summarise all of the poems your have studied in the last 2 weeks.

4 Find three linguistic devices in the poems you have studied and explain how they help the poet 
to present ideas about losing your identity. (Use the key words to help you explain the effect 
created).

5 Come up with your own metaphor, simile and personification to describe how someone could 
feel when losing their identity. E.g A virus, a limb or your blood

6 Choose one poem that you have studied and write a paragraph explaining how the poet 
presents their ideas about identity. Remember to use quotations and the key words to explain 
your answer.

Homework Tasks


