
Year 7 HT2 History: Changing 
power balance between 
people/Church/monarch

Key Individuals:
Henry II: The King of England 1133-1189. He was a 
popular and strong King. King when Thomas Becket was 
killed.

Thomas Becket: Initially Henry II’s friend so Henry II 
appointed him Archbishop of Canterbury in 1162 to 
increase his control over the Church. This plan backfired 
-  Becket challenged the power of Henry and was 
murdered by four knights on 29th Dec 1170. 

King John: King of England 1199-1209. Signed the 
Magna Carta 1215. 

Richard II: King of England 1377-1399. Introduced the 
Poll Tax that triggered the Peasants’ Revolt in 1381.

Wat Tyler: Leader of the Peasants’ Revolt (1381). 
Executed by Richard II was his involvement in the 
revolt.    
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Power struggle between the Church and Monarchy The Barons (people)  challenge the monarchy  for power Power struggle between monarch and people 

Key Terms
Government: The group of people who make laws to control the people living within 
the country. 
Barons: Wealthy individuals with power that were given land from the king.
Absolute power: To have all the power.
Rebellion: An attempt the challenge authority usually involving violence.
Bishop: Position of leadership within the Catholic Church.
Pope: Leader of the Catholic Church.
Monasteries: Places where monks live.
Excommunicate: To ban someone from the Catholic Church and banish them to hell! 
Magna Carta - Magna Carta, which means 'The Great Charter' in Latin, is one of the 
most important documents in history as it established the principle that everyone is 
subject to the law, even the king, and guarantees the rights of individuals, the right to 
justice and the right to a fair trial.
Civil War: A war between people in the same country.
Law: The system of rules in a particular country.
Trial: An examination of evidence usually carried out by a judge/ jury to decide if a 
person is guilty of a crime. 
Human Rights: The rights and freedoms that everyone has i.e the right to receive a fair 
trial before being charged with committing a crime.
The Black Death: A deadly disease which spread through Europe from 1347 to 1352. 
Contagious: a disease you can catch from others .
Buboes: pus and blood filled blisters that appeared under the arms and in the groin 
area if you had the plague.
Supernatural: anything to do with magic or superstition i.e witches/ astrology.

Explain how and why did the power of the 
King, Church and people change during the 
Middle Ages? 

How do I answer this question?

Point: One event that impacted the power of 
the King, Church and people was the signing of 
the Magna Carta. This mainly affected the 
power of the King and people.

Evidence before: Before the Magna Carta was 
signed the King had a lot of power. For 
example, King John was able to tax the barons 
to pay for wars in France and if the barons 
refused they would be punished harshly by the 
King.

Evidence during: As a result, King John was 
forced to sign the Magna Carta in 1215 at 
Runnymede in Surrey.

Evidence after: After this event the power of 
the king and people changed. The king now has 
less power because he now had to obey the 
law. The people had more power because they 
had the right to a fair trial.
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Use a piece of paper to create a 
fact file (small poster with info 
about someone) on each of the 
‘key individuals’ we are studying.

Explain how some of the 
individuals link together 

Revise the key dates of the topic 
by making your own timeline. You 
should drawn pictures/use 
symbols to represent each event. 

Use cover, write, check to quiz 
yourself on the key words and 
definitions

Write a narrative (story) explaining 
what happened during the 
Thomas Becket incident and how 
it affected the power balance 
between monarch/Church/people.

Write one paragraph explaining 
why the Magna Carta is significant 
(important). 

Use the structure on the sheet to write 
a different paragraph answering the 
question: Explain how and why did the 
power of the King, Church and people 
change during the Middle Ages.
You can choose from the following events 
to write about: Thomas Becket incident, 
Black Death or Peasants Revolt 

Knowledge Organiser Tasks:


