
Key Quotes
“Beware the Ides of March” (Soothsayer)
“O, he sits high in all the people’s hearts (Casca about Brutus) 
“And therefore think of him as a serpent’s egg” (Brutus about Caesar)
“But I am constant as the northern star” (Caesar)
“Et tu, Brute?” (Caesar) 
“Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears” (Mark Antony)
“Yet Brutus says he was ambitious/ And, sure, he is an honourable man.” 
(Mark Antony)
“My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar” (Mark Antony)

Context 
In the beginning, Ancient Rome was a monarchy but the king of Ancient Rome started to abuse his power. He became a tyrant. A man 
called Lucius Brutus threw the king out of Rome and vowed never to let a king rule Rome again. Rome became a republic. Caesar lived 
about 400  years later. He won many battles and was named dictator perpetuo (dictator for life). People were worried that Caesar was 
trying to become a king. 

Year 7 English Unit 2: Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare

Keywords 

Democracy A system of government where all 
people have a say.  

Omen Signs that tell people what might 
happen in the future. 

Dictatorship When a person or small group of 
people rule without taking into 
account what people want.

Pathos Being passionate or emotional. 

Ethos Being credible (being or referencing an 
expert). 

Republic A state/country or place where power 
is held by the people. 

Fate A power beyond human control that 
people believe determines what 
happens.

Triple/ 
Tricolon 

Three words/reasons/phrases 
supporting one point. 

Foreshadowing When a writer hints at what will 
happen later. 

Simile A comparison using like or as.

Idolised A person who is looked up to/admired. Soothsayer A person who can predict the future. 

Logos Being logical (using statistics/facts, 
having a structured argument). 

Tragedy A play with a sad ending, usually with 
the downfall of the main character. 

Metaphor A comparison without using like or as. Tyrant A cruel ruler.

Model Answer- Why did Brutus join the conspirators?
One reason why Brutus joined the conspirators was because he thought 
that Caesar would forget the people who helped him to get to power. In 
his speech, Brutus says ‘he then unto the ladder turns his back’ which 
suggests that Caesar will disregard his old friends like Brutus. The noun 
‘ladder’ emphasises that people like Brutus enabled and supported 
Caesar when he wasn’t in power and allowed him to climb up to become 
dictator perpetuo. Perhaps Brutus thinks that Caesar will become a tyrant 
and betray him. 



Homework Task Complete?

1 Create flashcards for the keywords. 

2 Use as many keywords as you can to summarise what you have learnt so far. 

3 Write the answers to these questions from the context box:
- Who ended the monarchy in Ancient Rome?
- What was Caesar named?
- Why were people worried about Caesar?

4 Look at the model answer. Label the point, quotation, zooming in and the explanation. Then 
give three reasons why this is a good answer. 

5 Choose three of the quotations from the quotation box. Draw pictures to represent these 
quotations and to help you to remember them. 

6 Choose one quotation which shows logos and one quotation which shows pathos. Explain how 
these quotations show logos and pathos.


