
Year 7 HT1: How and why did the Normans conquer England?

Keywords phrases used in this unit

Hierarchy: A system which organises people based on their 
importance

Monarch: A king or queen

Succession: The process that decided who will become the next King

The Witan: A group of Earls and Nobles who can decide who will be 
the next monarch 

Claimant: Someone who thinks they should be the next monarch

Infantry: Soldiers who fight on foot

Cavalry: Soldiers who fight on horseback

Christianity: The main religion in England and Europe.

400: Romans 
leave Britain

420: First Anglo 
Saxons settle in Britain 793: First Viking 

raids in England

865-954: 
Danelaw- 
Viking Rule in 
England

1042: Edward 
the Confessor 
becomes 
King

5th January 1066: 
Edward the Confessor 
dies and Harold 
Godwineson becomes 
King

14th October 
1066: Battle of 
Hastings, Harold 
is killed 

25th December 1066: 
Duke William of 
Normandy is crowned 
King.

1069-70 The 
Harrying of the 
North

Key figures
● Emma of Normandy- two time Queen of England. 

Mother to Edward the Confessor.
● Edward the Confessor-King of England from 

1042-1066. His death triggered the Norman 
Invasion.

● Harold Godwinson- Edward the Confessors’ right 
hand man and the last Anglo-Saxon King of England.

● WIlliam Duke of Normandy- A cousin of Edward the 
Confessor whose victory at the Battle of Hastings 
saw him become King of England.

Why invade England? 
∙ England was rich. By 1066 England was the third 

richest country in the known world.It had a strong 
tax system and was able to mint its own silver 
coins.

∙ The King of England had considerable power. He 
owned most of the land in England and could 
award land to loyal followers and take it away from 
them.

∙ Duke William of Normandy was a strong leader 
who had spent twenty years making Normandy 
one of the most powerful dukedoms in the known 
world.

∙ England was a Catholic country. However the 
Saxon Catholics practise their religion in a 
different way to how the Pope (head of the 
Catholic church) wanted. This meant that the 
Pope was eager for change to occur in England.

How to answer an Explain why question 

Explain why the Normans invaded England?

To answer this question you need to write 3 PEET 
paragraphs.

Example: Point:One reason why the Normans invaded 
England was it was rich. 
Evidence: My evidence for this was that by 1066 England was 
the third richest country in the known world and the English 
King could mint his own coins. 
Explain: This led to the Normans invading England because 
they wanted to get richer and by becoming King, WIlliam would 
be able to take control of its wealth.
Therefore England’s wealth was one reason the Normans 
invaded as they thought it would be easy to gain control of it. 



Homework Tasks Complete? 

1 Make a mindmap on Key figures you will learn about this half term.. 

2 Recreate the timeline at the bottom of the knowledge organiser. Add an image or a symbol to 
represent each event. 

3 Use the powerful facts to write a set of questions and answers you can use to help you revise. E.g. 
Q: Who was the last Anglo-Saxon King of England? A: Harold Godwinson

4 Use the model answer to write a paragraph answering the question: ‘Explain why the Normans 
conquered England?’ You must write your paragraph about a different reason than the model. 

5 Write a narrative (the story) of the year 1066. Start with Edward the Confessor’s death and end with 
WIlliam being crowned King. Use full sentences and as many of the powerful facts as you can. 

6 Create an info sheet/poster about the Norman invasion. You should include: How many Kings did 
England have in 1066? What were Harold and WIlliam’s claims to the throne? 


