
Year 7 English – Rhetoric (Being Persuasive)

THE ARISTOTELIAN TRIAD
Strategies people use to appeal to their audiences, 

developed by Aristotle
Ethos

 
 
 
 
 
 

Logos
 
 
 
 

 
Pathos

 

Appeal of personality or 
character. Establishes the 
author’s credibility.
- Good will
- Good character
- Expertise
 
Appeal to reason. 
Establishes a logic argument.
- Statistics/Facts
- Citing authority
- Data
- Benefits

 
Appeal to the emotions of 
the author’s audience.
- Fear
- Duty
- Hope
- Patriotism

Orator A public 
speaker

Oration A public 
speech

Personal 
Pronouns

Words that 
can replace 
nouns in a 
sentence 
e.g (I, We, 
You, Us)

Imagery Use 
language 
to create a 
clear 
picture for 
the 
audience

Sophists Ancient 
Greek 
teachers of 
rhetoric; 
believed they 
could teach 
anyone to 
win an 
argument

Aristotle An Ancient 
Greek 
philosopher.

Manipulate To try to 
control 
someone 

Rhetorical Methods

Anaphora The repetition of a word or 
phrase at the beginning of 
sentences

Direct Address Addressing an audience 
directly either by name or 
pronouns

Hyperbole Exaggerated claims

Imperatives Commands

Metaphor Saying something is 
something that it is not

Rhetorical Questions A question which does not 
require an answer

Key Words

Other ways of saying ‘important’

One fundamental idea is…

It is imperative that…

It is vital that...

Annotated example
Alexander the Great – ‘On Invading India’

If you have any complaint to make about the results of your efforts hitherto, or 
about myself as your commander, there is no more to say. But let me remind 
you: through your courage and endurance you have gained possession of 
Ionia, the Hellespont, both Phrygias, Cappadocia, Paphlagonia, Lydia, Caria, 
Lycia, Pamphylia, Phoenicia, and Egypt; the Greek part of Libya is now yours, 
together with much of Arabia, lowland Syria, Mesopotamia, Babylon, and 
Susia; Persia and Media. With all that accomplished, why do you hesitate to 
extend the power of Macedon--your power--to the Hyphasis and the tribes on 
the other side ? Are you afraid that a few natives who may still be left will 
offer opposition? Come, come!

Ethos: Alexander names himself as their 
commander in order to make his power over them 
clear. Additionally, the 

Logos: Alexander highlights the 
benefits to Macedon, their home 
city state, in order to convince the 
army to continue their campaign. 

Rhetorical Question: Alexander uses a rhetorical 
question in order to show the men that they are 
obviously not afraid of the natives and therefore 

should fight in order to prove it.

Pathos: Alexander lists all of the 
accomplishments of the army and the 
countries they have invaded in order to 
inspire patriotism in them to continue.



Task Homework Complete?

1 Create flashcards for the keywords and Rhetorical Devices. Keep these to revise from for 
homework 4.

2 Use the ‘other way to say important’ box to explain different reasons why it is important to 
complete your homework. Come up with at least 5 and add explanations about why it is so 
important. 

3 Use three of the ‘Rhetorical Methods’ in a paragraph about why Brutus conspired to kill 
Caesar. 

4 Revise the keywords for a Mastery Quiz.

5 Create your own symbols for Ethos, Pathos and Logos and learn the meanings for a DNA 
next week.

6 Use the extract from Alexander the Great’s speech to add a second paragraph, giving more 
reasons why the army should continue to fight. Try to use as many of the key ideas on the 
Knowledge Organiser as you can.


