
Year 11 English: Language Paper 2 Question 5 – Transactional Writing
Connectives/Discourse Markers

Position
At the start

Firstly

Secondly

Thirdly

Next

Meanwhile

Subsequently

Finally

In conclusion

Emphasis

Importantly

Significantly

In particular

Addition

Furthermore

Additionally

In addition

As well as

Contrast

Although

Whereas

Otherwise

Alternatively

Nevertheless

Key vocabulary to use:

Salient- very important

Realisation- becoming fully aware of something as

Hypocritical- something contradictory 

Unrealistic- Something that probably won’t happen

Ethical/ Moral - The right thing

Unethical/ Immoral - The wrong thing  

Enriching, enhances, amplify - Improving something

Tainting, contaminating, polluting - Ruining something

(take) Umbrage, offence, indignation - Offensive

Abhorrent, loathsome, nauseating - Disgusting

Paradoxical, dichotomy between, polarity between - 
Has two sides

Banal, tedious, mundane – Boring

Appease - to calm/give in

Candour/candid - being honest

Diligent - caring about your work

Empathy - to care about something/someone

Ideology - a set of beliefs

Integral – essential

Plethora - excessive amount
 
Ubiquitous - everywhere

Key phrases to use:

How, considering…, can we be expected to…? The answer, of course is….

Poignantly, we need to consider why…

The world is a challenging place: (list the challenges)… - however, if we run and hide from these 
challenges, don’t we let them win?

Perhaps, most importantly, …

Of course some would argue…, they might even argue that…, however, the simple, yet salient 
fact remains…

More recently, it has become abundantly clear that…

…: This is the only word to describe…

It’s an innately human instinct to…

If it is an innately human instinct to…then why are we suppressing that for..?

Metaphors:

…is a virus, spreading uncontrollably through…and infecting … of ... The only vaccination 
against the emotional side effects is...

Similes:

…spreads like a wildfire, attacking every facet of ….and leaving behind it a trail of destruction 
and ruin.

Personification:

…is, and always has been, the lifeblood of our society. It keeps the vital organs functioning. 
However, this doesn’t end with…, we need to be …

Triples:

I’m bored with…I’m bored with…but most of all I’m bored with…

I may be accused of…I may be accused of…you could even accuse me of…, however…

Idea generation:
What is your overall opinion?
What are your main ideas?
What are the problems currently?
What impact does this have? (Think systemic 
problems)
What is the solution?
What will this solution give to the audience?

Systemic issues:
Moral – is this behaviour/issue right or wrong?
Economic – Is there a cost? Is this cost fair? Does 
everyone benefit?
Social – What is the societal impact? Who does it 
affect? What message is sent?
Individual – How does it affect different groups? 
Does it empower/disempower?



Homework Task Complete?

1 Use the ‘Idea Generation’ box to map out your ideas for:
- Our education system needs to change
- We should continue to study Shakespeare

2 Use the key vocabulary to explain why:
- Our education system needs to change
- We should continue to study Shakespeare

3 Use the words ‘ethical’, ‘empathy’ and ‘hypocritical’ to describe why nurses deserve 
higher wages.

4 Use this extended metaphor to describe why teachers should not have to deal with 
threatening behaviour:
…is, and always has been, the lifeblood of our society. It keeps the vital organs 
functioning. However, this doesn’t end with…, we need to be …

5 Consider the moral, social and individual effects of sports being corrupt.

6 Write a counter argument to this idea – celebrities are famous because of their talent, 
therefore their personal lives are no concern of the general public.


