
Geography: Rivers fieldwork.

What are the stages of fieldwork?

Our fieldwork site: River Chess. 
Our hypothesis: The discharge will increase with distance downstream on the River 
Chess

Why is the River Chess suitable for a fieldwork 
investigation?
• It is a measurable river in that there are varied 

characteristics and areas of flood risk.
• It is an accessible river in that different sections are easy 

to reach.
• The chosen sites are safe – risks of injury are low.

You have measured the width, depth and velocity of the 
river.
Here are some reasons why you did it and some 
evaluations of this.



Urban fieldwork

What are the stages of fieldwork?

Hypothesis: Does quality of vary between Castlefield and Hazelmere

Methods for data collection:
- Environmental Quality 

survey at 6 randomly 
selected points  

- Questionnaires. 

1. Random sampling - 
selecting a person to 
interview or site to 
measure, at random. 
Random sampling is 
unbiased as particular 
people or places are not 
specifically selected.

Here is an 
example of a 
environmental 
quality survey

2. Systematic sampling - 
collecting data in an 
ordered or regular way, 
e.g. every 5 metres or 
every fifth person.

3. Stratified sampling - dividing sampling into groups, e.g. three sites 
from each section of coastline, or five people from each age range. It is 
possible to combine stratified sampling with random and systematic 
sampling. 

1. Stratified random sampling - random samples are taken 
from within certain categories.

2. Stratified systematic sampling - regular samples are taken 
from within certain categories.



Task 1: Create a summary of our rivers fieldwork.
- What we did?
- Methods we used?
- Did we prove our hypothesis? 

Task 2: Write a paragraph evaluating our methodology. 

Task 3: Create a summary of our urban fieldwork
- What we did?
- Methods we used?
- Did we prove our hypothesis? 

Task 4: Write a paragraph evaluating our conclusion on 
our uran trip

Task 5: Revise for the PC (A full paper 2) Task 6: Use your PLC to create a geography revision 
schedule over your holidays. 




