
Year 11 Language Paper 2 Knowledge Organiser
Summary for the paper:

1 hour 45 minutes
50% of the English Language GCSE

80 marks

Question 1:

You will asked to pick the 4 correct statements from a list of 8 from a 
certain part of the text.

You can rule of the statements that cannot be true to help you

Question 2:

Summarise the similarities or differences between two aspects of the 
sources

What is the thing in the question being described as?
How do I know this?
Why might the writer have described it like this?
How do the two sources compare?

Why might they be different?
Useful sentence starters:

Answering the question: Whilst in source A, the writer is suggesting…, in 
source B it seems to be…
Evaluative words: In source A, it seems that…because it is described as 
“…” which makes it seem as if…
Inferences: This seems to emphasise that…and could be suggesting that…
This makes it seem as if…and, in contrast to source A, suggests that…
Comparisons: Perhaps, unlike in source A, the people of source B are…and 
this could suggest that…
It seems that one key difference could be…and this could be 
because…suggesting that…

Reading the source – 15 minutes
Q1 – 4 marks – 4 minutes
Q2 – 8 marks – 10 minutes

Q3 – 12 marks – 10 minutes
Q4 – 16 marks – 20 minutes
Q5 – 40 marks – 40 minutes

Question 3:
How does the writer use language to describe?

Metaphor – how is the image being presented?

Pathetic fallacy – how does the weather create/reflect the mood?

Simile – What is being compared to what and why?

Semantic field – groups of words that build up the same idea

Personification – What human features have been given and how 
does this empower/disempower the object?

Useful sentence starters
The writer has used a [language device] to suggest/imply/create… 

Evidence: For instance, ‘…’ 

Analysis: The use of … makes it sound like… The 
word/phrase/subject term ‘…’ creates an impression of… We 

might realise/imagine/feel…

Question 4:
Compare how the two writers convey their attitude towards 

something.

Whilst in source A…, in source B the writer seems to feel…
Both writers present their feelings of…towards…

The writer’s use of “…” creates a sense of…because…
“…” suggests to the reader that…as it makes it seem as if…

“…” holds connotations of…and therefore creates a sense of…

This gives the source a sense of…and creates the impression that 
the writer…

This could perhaps be symbolic of…and create a sense that the 
writer feels…which is entirely…to source A.

Question 5: Write a description or narrative: Sophisticated vocabulary Crafted linguistic devices:

Metaphors:…is a virus, spreading uncontrollably through…and infecting … of ... The only 
vaccination against the emotional side effects is...

Similes:…spreads like a wildfire, attacking every facet of ….and leaving behind it a trail of 
destruction and ruin.

Personification:…is, and always has been, the lifeblood of our society. It keeps the vital 
organs functioning. However, this doesn’t end with…, we need to be …

Triples: I’m bored with…I’m bored with…but most of all I’m bored with…

I may be accused of…I may be accused of…you could even accuse me of…, however…

Idea generation:

• What is your overall opinion?

• What are your main ideas?

• What are the problems currently?

• What impact does this have? (Think systemic problems)

• What is the solution?

• What will this solution give to the audience?

Creates a sense of
Evokes
Illustrates
Implies
Portrays

Highlights
Establishes
Presents
Conveys
Suggests

Salient- very important                                                                                           Realisation- 
fully aware        Hypocritical- Something 
contradictory 
Unrealistic- probably won’t happen
Ethical/ Moral - The right thing
Unethical/ Immoral - The wrong thing  
Enriching, enhances, amplify - 
Improving something
Tainting, contaminating, polluting - 
Ruining something

Banal, tedious, mundane – Boring

Appease - to calm/give in

Candour/candid - being honest

Diligent - caring about your work

Empathy - to care about something/someone

Ideology - a set of beliefs

Plethora - excessive amount
Ubiquitous - everywhere

Enthusiastic
Rewarding
Complimentary
Nostalgic
Celebrates
Admiration
Satisfaction
Pride

Pessimistic
Challenging
Critical 
Regretful
Mourns
Despises
Frustration
Shame



Tasks

1 about the differences between the two companions, Simon and Marius. (Use question 2 box)

Source A: My partner was Simon…Simon had already started the climb down, his confidence was infectious
Source B: I had hired Marius…Marius pulled me up like a parcel

2 How does the writer use language to describe her first experiences of cycling? (Question 3)
This done, burning to try my fate in traffic, and yet as nervous as a hare that feels the greyhound’s breath, I launched my little 

bicycle early one Sunday morning in July into the stormy oceans of Sloane Street

3 Compare how the writers convey their different perspectives and feelings about their children growing up. 
(Question 4)

Source A: Growing up is an important part of the process
Source B: I can never have him back again

4 Use the ‘idea generation box’ at the bottom of the KO to plan a speech arguing your opinion on whether year 11 
should be forced to attend revision sessions during the Easter holidays

5 Continue this metaphor to describe education:
Education is, and always has been, the lifeblood of our society. It keeps the vital organs functioning. However, 

this doesn’t end with…
6 Write and article with the headline:

Cost of living? More like cost of not living!


