
Year 11 Autumn 1: West Side Story
A. The Narrative
Westside story is a modern musical 
representation of the classic story 
"Romeo and Juliet". The sharks and 
the jets are rival gangs fighting for the 
same territory. Tensions rise as a shark 
girl named Maria and a Jet named Tony 
fall for each other, but there's a problem 
they are never allowed to be together. 
As a result, Tony (amongst others) ends 
up being murdered.

West Side Story terminology list:

Ballet A highly technical style of dance with 
codified movements originating during the 
Italian Renaissance in the 15th century.

Jazz An energetic rhythmic stylized dance form 
taking influence from European elegance 
and the African rhythms.

Musical Theatre combining spoken word, song and 
dance to tell a story.

Musicality The ability to make the unique qualities of 
the accompaniment evident in the 
performance. 

Contrast Movements or shapes that have nothing in 
common.

Complementary Perform actions or shapes that are similar 
to but not exactly the same as another 
dancer’s.

Projection The energy the dancer uses to connect 
with and draw in the audience.

B. Spotlight on Jerome Robbins
Jerome Robbins is best known for his 
skilful use of contemporary American 
themes in Ballet, Broadway and 
Hollywood musicals. He began his 
career at American Ballet Theatre. 
Robbins received multiple awards for 
Best Choreography for both the 
Broadway and film versions of West 
Side Story. 

C. Themes
The primary themes in West Side Story stem from the ill-fated relationship 
between Tony and Maria. Tony belongs to the Jets, an American gang from 
Manhattan, and Maria belongs to a community of Puerto Rican immigrants 
represented by the Sharks gang. This plot includes themes of romantic love, 
hatred, violence, and racial and ethnic prejudice.



Task Homework Task Complete?

1 Learn the keyword spellings on the terminology list by using read, cover, write, check. You will 
be tested on these during your first three weeks of your lessons. 

2 Learn the answers to these questions from Box A:
What play is West Side Story a musical representation of? 
What are the two rivalry gangs called?
Who are the two main characters? 

3 Learn the answers to these questions from Box B: 
What styles does Jerome Robbins specialise in? 
Where did he begin his career? 

4 Learn the answers to these questions from Box C:
What is the storyline that underpins the themes in West Side Story? 
Give two themes in West Side Story.
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