
Development: Paper 1

Although China  has undergone rapid economic development in the 
last 40 years, it has great variations in wealth within the country. The 
Qinghai province is located in west of China and is a poor region. 
The Jiangsu province is located in the east of China and is a rich 
region of China. 

The main positive impacts of rapid development in China? 
More disposable income, good educations and literacy 
and more jobs available. 
The main negative impacts of rapid developments in 
China? 
Large class sizes (80), high air pollution, working longer 
hours. 

Costs of China's global role 

Only 11% of people employed in TNC’s 

Harder to new companies to invest now there is so much 
competition.
Labour laws have had to change to protect workers.
Global companies fail to understand cultures (e.g. Tesco).
Communist government restricts free flow of trade.

Benefits of China’s global role 

China’s economy will continue to grow 

Literacy rates can increase as money can put back into 
education
Chinese workers can get a pay increase
Mass urbanisation and migration in eastern cities 

Government is taking much of the money ICT and 

technology has improved.

Improvement in infrastructure

How has Globalisation developed China? 
Infrastructure - 13 Chinese cities currently have one or more subway lines with 54 lines covering 1,700 km. 
Rapid urbanisation - greatly accelerated economic and social development. Education - most children all attend both primary 

and secondary school, 99% of all people in China are able to read and write (one of the highest literacy rates in the world). 

Health care -In the first quarter of this 2019, the healthcare industry grew by 17.4 percent from the same time in the previous 

year. Energy - Coal produced power for 73% of all Chinese households. Tourism - investment into Chinese airports. 20 have 

been opened in the last 10 years and this is for both foreign and domestic tourism. 

What are the main environmental impacts of development in china? 

Air pollution, deforestation, acid rain, desertification, water pollution. 

Top-down Vs Bottom up: 

Top-down development schemes are usually very expensive and a country often has to 
borrow money from large organisation like the World Bank or from companies in 
developed countries. The decisions related to any top-down scheme will usually be 
made by the government and any external groups involved. Local people who will be 
affected by the scheme will have little say in the process and had little influence in the 
project. 

There are problems which exist with all top-down development projects. These are:
• the country will more than likely go into debt from the loans borrowed to fund 

the scheme
• the loan may also have some conditions attached, leaving the country to be 

under some external control over the economy or other development aspects 
of the country

• jobs are not provided for the local people, instead a lot of machinery and 
technology is used

• the end product will be expensive to operate

Bottom-up development

Bottom-up development schemes are projects that are planned and controlled by local 
communities to help their local area. They are not expensive because they use smaller, 
more appropriate technology, which the local people will have to pay for. Because the 
project is on a smaller scale compared to a top-down project, the environmental 
damage is often much less.

Three gorges dam: 
Advantages: 

- Provide a large amount of 
energy for China

- Provides jobs for locals
- Reduces emissions

Disadvantages: 
- High set-up cost
- Displaced 1 million people 
- Destroyed ecosystems. 

Micro-hydro scheme:
Advantages:

- Community led
- Gave local people jobs
- Allowed locals to power 

homes/ businesses
Disadvantages

- Some impact of the 
environment

- Some people may be 
priced out of tariffs.



Challenges of an urbanising world: Paper 1

The population of cities usually changes in one 
of two ways:
Natural increase (or decrease) - this is the 
difference between the number of births and 
the number of deaths.
Migration - this is the movement of people into 
or out of the city.
More and more people are leaving rural areas 
and moving to cities. This is called rural to urban 
migration. People move because of push and 
pull factors. Push factors are things that make 
people want to leave rural areas and pull factors 
are the things that attract people to a city.

Push factors
• unemployment
• lower wages
• crop failure
• poor living conditions
• poor health and education services
• few facilities
• natural disasters
• civil war

Pull factors
• more jobs
• higher wages
• better living conditions
• better education and health services
• better facilities
• less chance of natural disasters

Mumbai:
India is an example of an emerging country. Each year thousands of people move to the city of 
Mumbai from rural areas. People move to Mumbai because the city has lots of pull factors. People 
think that the city will provide lots of opportunities such as:

• social - better housing and services, eg healthcare and education
• economic - more jobs and higher wages
• environmental - better living conditions with a safer environment (less chance of natural 

disasters)

People who move think that they will have a better quality of life. Unfortunately, cities such as 
Mumbai face lots of challenges and the people who move there do not always have a better quality 
of life. Some of the challenges they may face include:

• social - poor housing conditions and crime
• economic - low wages or unemployment
• environmental - polluted drinking water and a lack of sanitation

Top-Down: Mumbai Monorail 

● Project launched in 2005
● 560 passenger capacity 
● No need to knock anything down to build it 
● Cheap tickets 11 Rupees (10p)

The construction began late and the monorail only opened in 2014. 5 years after it was planned to opened. It also 
only went to certain parts of the city. Therefore not everyone could use it. The monorail only gets around 15,000 
passenger per year. Most of these are tourists. Overall, this project can be seen as a failure for Mumbai. 

Top-Down: Gorai landfill regeneration 

● It was a huge landfill 
● The landfill was releasing large amounts of greenhouse gases 
● The pollution was making the residents unhealthy 
● The government decided to close it off to the public
● The government removed some of the excess waste
● The rest was lined with a cover to prevent leaching

The top of the landfill was covered in grass to create a 19 hectare park.Methane capturing technology was also 
installed to use the methane to generate power. In 2014 it was awarded a prize in recognition of urban sustainable 
development and it’s now showing signs of fresh air being produced and house prices nearby increasing.

Bottom up projects in Mumbai:

These are more small scale and are run and 
financed through local communities and 
charities. They only help a small proportion of 
the population. There are many examples of 
bottom-up projects in Mumbai. 

● An Indian NGO – has built 800 
community toilets blocks, with 8 toilets 
in each block. If people pay 25 rupees 
(about 25p) a month they can have 
unlimited access to the toilets, which are 
clean and have electric lights. There is 
even a separate toilet for exclusive use 
for children. 

● The Hamara Foundation provides 
social workers that work with the street 
children to improve their health, 
education and job skills. It also provides 
16-18 years old vocational training (e.g. 
computing and motor mechanics) and it 
has supported 327 children getting into 
schools. 

● People in slums cannot get bank 
accounts or loans as they do not have 
enough money. Argo Microfinance 
India provides loans of £300, with an 
interest rate of 25% if people use them to 
improve their homes or business. 
Education loans are available for people 
who want to improve their skills or get 
better qualifications



Task 1. Create revision cards for 
development dynamics

Task 2. Create a fact file of 
top-down Vs bottom-up 
developments. 

Task 3. Explain how development 
links to how prepared a country is 
for a natural hazard

Task 4. Create revision cards for 
challenges of an urbanising world.

Task 5. Create a fact file for 
top-down Vs bottom projects in 
Mumbai

Task 6. Explain how the site and 
situation of a country




