
Romeo

Impulsive - tending to do something 
without thinking
Visceral - acting on feelings rather 
than thoughts
Passionate - having/showing strong 
feelings

Juliet

Sheltered - protected from the world 
around them
Mature - able to think/act like an 
adult
Defiant - breaking the rules and 
standing up for your own beliefs

Tybalt

Antagonistic - willing or able to 
escalate violence
Embodiment of the honour code - is 
motivated by keeping up his family 
honour 

Lord 
Capulet

Patriarchal - wanting and maintaining 
power of his family (thinking men 
should be in charge)
Controlling - wanting to be in charge 
of 
Pragmatic - dealing with things 
sensibly and realistically in a way

Mercutio 
Comedic - provides funny moments 
for the audience
Volatile - easily provocated

Shakespeare uses the destruction caused by 

conflict in order to criticise the problems caused 

by a society where the honour code and 

machismo are so deeply entrenched.

The physical and superficial nature of male love 

is used to criticise the way men are permitted 

to abuse their power over women. 

The intertwined nature of conflict and fate is 

used to suggest that it is society’s petty conflicts 

and not fate that is to blame for tragedy.

“My naked weapon is out” (Sampson, Act 1 
Scene 1)

“Nor ope her lap to saint-seducing gold”(Romeo, 
Act 1 Scene 1)

“A pair of star crossed lovers take their life” 
(Prologue)

“The day is hot, the Capulets abroad, And, if we 
meet, we shall not scape a brawl; For now, these 
hot days, is the mad blood stirring” (Benvolio, Act 
3 Scene 1)

“Thy beauty hath made me effeminate” (Romeo, 
Act 3 Scene 1) 

“Fire eyed fury be my conduct now…Oh I am 
Fortune’s fool” (Romeo, Act 3 Scene 1)

Context: R&J is set in 14th Century Verona, Italy which had many similarities with his own 16th Century Elizabethan England and allowed him to raise 
issues about his own contemporary society. Society was  patriarchal, meaning that women were disempowered by men. The tradition of courtly love was 
perhaps best presented through the famous poetry of Petrarch, where men typically dramatically declare their love. This poetry was still very famous in 
Shakespeare’s contemporary world.  Violence was a constant reality for the Elizabethans, offending a gentleman’s honour could easily provoke a duel – and 
these so-called honour duels worked to enhance the masculinity of the men involved. There was religious and political persecution with England only 
recently converted back to a Protestant country. Fate was widely believed in and the idea that people’s lives were on Fortune’s wheel and under God’s 
predetermination was widely accepted.

…perhaps suggesting that the empowerment 
of some will inevitably lead to the 

disempowerment of others.

…highlighting how stereotypical gender 
expectations are so entrenched in the 

Elizabethan society that all the women in the 
play not only conform but encourage these.

Therefore, Shakespeare lambasts the way in 
which the patriarchy allows men to act 

recklessly and leads to the abuse of women.

WHAT:
The writer uses…in order to 
highlight how…and to perhaps 
raise the idea that…

The writer seeks to establish … by 
immediately stating that the 
character is “…” which creates the 
sense of... 

HOW:
This is further highlighted through the use of “…” which 

has connotations of …, and could be used by the writer 

to suggest that…

The use of “...” to describe...could be interpreted as a 

symbol for...as it implies a sense of...with the writer 

suggesting...

WHY:
…acts as a catalyst for…by 

heightening the sense that…

Therefore, it becomes clear that the 

writer is suggesting that…due to…



Task: Complete:

1 Create flashcards for the following five themes using quotes from the 
prologue: Authority, Conflict, Love, Fate and Death

2 Write What How Why paragraph arguing with the statement, ‘Romeo does not 
truly understand love’

3 Answer these two questions in short paragraphs (3-4 sentences): Which 
character possesses the most Authority in the play? What character(s) express 
the most Machismo?

4 Using the key words write a sentence describing 8 characters and their 
motivations.

5 Write a What How Why paragraph answering the question: Which character 
best represents contemporary masculine ideals?

6 Write a three What How Why paragraph essay answering the question: How 
does Shakespeare present conflict.

Homework Tasks


