
Mr Birling

Patriarchal - wanting and 
maintaining power of his family 
(thinking men should be in charge)
Controlling - wanting to be in 
charge of 
Arrogant - thinking you know best

Mrs Birling

Unsympathetic - Not feeling, 
showing, or expressing sympathy
Obstinate - refusal to change 
one’s’ mind
Boastful - Showing excessive pride 
and self-satisfaction in one’s 
achievements, possessions, or 
abilities

Sheila

Sheltered - protected from the 
world around them
Mature - able to think/act like an 
adult
Defiant - breaking the rules and 
standing up for your own beliefs

Eric

Impetuous - acting or done quickly 
and without thought or care
Penitent - feeling or showing 
sorrow and regret for having done 
wrong

Gerald

Duplicitous - Deceitful; tricks 
others
Manipulative - Exercising 
unscrupulous control or influence 
over a person or situation

The 
Inspector

Omniscient - Knowing everything
Authoritative - Commanding and 
self-confident; likely to be 
respected and obeyed

Eva Smith
Exploited - used
Vulnerable - open to being used

The engagement ring
Functions as a symbol of 
materialism and 
patriarchy control

“Look Mummy - isn’t it a 
beauty” 

The whole play is set in 
the drawing room
Functions as a symbol for 
the insular nature of the 
rich therefore they 
become a microcosm for 
the rich.

'The dining room of a fairly 
large suburban house, 
belonging to a prosperous 
manufacturer. It has good 
solid furniture of the period. 
The general effect is 
substantial and heavily 
comfortable, but not cosy 
and homelike.'

The Palace Bar is 
returned to twice in 
flashbacks - as a 
counterpart to the room 
in which the play takes 
place, “the bar” is a scene 
in the novel of secret 
activity, often relating to 
illicit romantic love.

“I went down into the bar 
for a drink. It's a favourite 
haunt of women of the 
town"

The lighting changes from 
“pink and intimate” to 
“brighter and harder” to 
symbolise a change in the 
power dynamics.

“Pink and intimate” → 
“brighter and harder”

Symbols

An Inspector Calls context: 

Written in the wake of WW2 An Inspector 
Calls documents the ideological shift from 
capitalism to socialism and highlights the 
increased sense of community felt in Britain. 
However, this happens as a result of two 
world wars in a lifetime and therefore a new 
found understanding that humans are 
capable of huge damage. 

Authorial intent: 

By setting the play in 1912 - despite it being 
written in 1945 - Priestley seeks to praise the 
actions of the British public who have begun 
to act in favour of the community rather than 
the individual, but also seeks to illustrate that 
there is still some way to go in order to 
ensure to anguish felt over the last 5 decades 
does not reappear. 

English - Year 10 - An Inspector Calls



Week Task Complete:

Week 
1

How is Mr Birling presented in Act 1?

Week 
2

Make flashcards for they key words to describe Sheila

Week 
3

Why did Priestley set An Inspector Calls in 1912?

Week 
4

What do you think is the most important symbol in the text?

Week 
5

How is Gerald presented?

Week 
6

How is Mrs Birling presented?


