
Religious Education - Muslim beliefs and teachings

Keywords

Adalat The concept of Justice in Shi’a Islam. Gospel Meaning ‘good news’ and Isa (Jesus), one of the prophets in 
Islam.  Written by his disciples.

Adam One of the prophets of Allah.  The father of humankind. Originally built 
the Ka’aba.

Ibrahim One of the prophets of Allah.  He rebuilt the Ka’aba.

Allah The Islamic name for God.  There are 99 names of Allah in the Quran. Imamate The beliefs that Allah is close to humanity and involved in the world.

Akhirah Belief in life after death, heaven (Jannah) and hell (Jahannam) Jibril The most important of all angels, who spoke with many prophets.  
Jibril dictated the Quran to Muhammad. On Judgement Day, he will 
assist with the weighing of a person’s deeds.

Angels They are spiritual beings created from elements of light.  They gave 
God’s messages to prophets and watch over humans.

Ka’aba The black covered cube-shaped building in the centre of the 
grand mosque in Mecca.  All Muslims face towards it when 
praying.

Beneficence Literally ‘doing good’. One of the 99 names for Allah.  It refers to the 
generosity that God shows humans.

Shi’a Islam Muslims who believe in the successorship of Ali.  Shi’a comes 
from the prase ‘Shiat Ali’ meaning followers of Ali.

Day of 
Judgement

The day that Allah will decide about individual deeds, good and bad, and 
on reward and punishment.

Sunni Islam Muslims who believe in the successorship of Abu Bakr, Umar, 
Uthman and Ali.

Five roots of 
Usul ad-Din

The foundations of faith in Shi’a Islam: Tawhid, Adalat, prophethood 
(nubuwwah) and imamate (leadership)

Tawhid The oneness and unity of Allah.  Islam is a monotheistic religion.

Task 1
Make Flashcards on the 
keywords and definitions

Task 2
Explain the difference 
between Transcendent and 
immanent.
(4 marks)

Task 3
Explain what Muslims believe 
about the afterlife. (refer to 
religious teachings in your 
answer) (5 marks)

Task 4
Evaluate the statement ‘The 
belief in angels is irrelevant 
today.’ (12 marks)

Task 5
Make flashcards on each of 
the topics you have covered 
so far.

Task 6
Evaluate the statement 
‘Prophet Muhammad is the 
most important prophet.’(12 
marks)



Key Ideas

Key Beliefs
o   The Six Articles of Faith in Sunni Islam

o   Five Roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam

o   Tawhid (oneness of God); Qur’an Surah 112

o   Nature of God (omnipotence, beneficence, mercy, fairness and justice (Adalat) in Shi’a Islam, 
including different ideas about God’s relationship with the world: immanence and transcendence

o   Angels, their nature and role, including Jibril and Mika’il

o   Predestination and human freedom, and its relationship to the Day of Judgement

o   Akhirah (afterlife), human responsibility and accountability, resurrection, heaven and hell.

Angels

Muslims believe that angels are heavenly creatures who can take 
human form.  Their purpose is to serve God and carry out different 
tasks for Him, including communicating His messages.

Jibril is the most important angel in the Islamic faith, as he is the 
angel that revealed the Quran to Muhammad.  Mika’il is another key 
angel in the Islmaic faith; he is known as the angel of mercy.  He is 
also credited with bringing rain and thunder to earth and has 
responsibility for rewards given out for good deeds.  Mika’il and Jibril 
were believed to be the first two angels to obey God’s command and 
worship Adam.

Authority    

Risalah (Prophethood) including the role and importance of Adam, Ibrahim 
and Muhammad.
·        The holy books:

o   Qur’an; revelation and authority of
o   Torah (of Moses)
o   Psalms (of David)
o   Gospels (of Jesus)
o   Scrolls of Abraham and their authority

·        The imamate in Shi’a Islam: its role and significance.

Life after Death

Muslims believe in Akhirah (life after death).  In islamic belief, a person 
will be judged by God, who will declare their Akhirah to be in Heaven or 
Hell, depending on whether they have done more good or bad deeds.

Upon their death, a person’s soul resides in Barzakh, which is somewhere 
between Heaven and Hell.  The soul will experience it’s own Heaven or Hell 
until the Day of Judgement, when all of the dead will be resurrected and 
all of the righteous are sent to Jannah (Paradise) and all of the wicked are 
sent to Jahannam (Hell). 



The Nature of God

Islam teaches that God has 99 names, based on His different attributes.  Muslims 
believe in the omnipotence of God, which means that He is all-knowing and 
all-powerful.  They believe in His beneficence and mercy, which means He is 
all-loving, and His omnipresence, which means that he is all-present.  God is also 
believed to be fair and just. In the Quran it is stated that: ‘Whoso bringeth a good 
deed will receive tenfold the like thereof, while whoso bringeth an evil deed will be 
awarded the like thereof; and they should not be wronged.’ (Quran 6:160)

Shi’a belief especially highlights the idea that God does not inflict injustice or 
cruelty on His subjects.  They believe that everything that God does is for the 
improvement of humanity.  Shi’a Muslims believe that because God is perfect, He 
must therefore be just, as injustice would be imperfect.

God is believed to be transcendent, which means He is separate from His creation, 
beyond and independent from the universe.  However, because He is believed to be 
all-knowing, some would also argue that He is also immanent, which means 
existing with His creation, within people’s hearts and minds.

Predestination

Unlike angels, humans are believed to have a degree of free will.  This 
means that they have some degree of control over their actions and can 
make their own choices.  However, because God is all-knowing, He already 
knows what will happen, and has written down in a preserved tablet 
everything that has happened and will happen.

Shi’a views on predestination are slightly different.  They believe that God 
has not set a fixed path for human history and that He may change the 
course of humanity as He sees fit.

Muslims believe that everyone will be judged for their deeds on Judgement 
Day.  In the Quran it is started:

‘On the Day, people will come forward in separate groups to be shown their 
deeds: whoever has done an atom’s weight of good will see it, but whoever 
has done an atom’s weight of evil will see that.’ (Quran 99:6-8)

The six articles of faith in Sunni Islam are: 1) The oneness of God.   This means the acceptance that God is the only God, that He has no equal, no mother, no 
father, son or daughter, and that He is the creator of the universe and God of everybody in the world (not just a particular group of people).  He is eternal. 2) The 
angels of God.  This means the belief in angels as spiritual beings who serve the purpose of God and who deliver His messages, carry out His commands and worship 
Him perfectly. 3) The books of God.  This means accepting the Quran and other books as sources of religious authority.  The Quran is believed to be perfect record of 
divine revelations from the Angel Jibril to Muhammad.  While the Quran is the most important book in Islam, other important sources include: The Torah, the Gospels, 
the scrolls of Abraham and the Psalms of David. 4) The prophets of God.  This means belief in the human messengers of God, who were shown divine revelations and 
tasked with teaching humankind about God and how to worship Him.  Prophets recognised in Islam include: Abraham, Noah, Moses, Solomon and Jesus but the most 
important prophet is Muhammad. 5)The afterlife and the Day of Judgement.  This is the idea that the soul continues after the body’s death, and that God has 
appointed a day when all humanity will be judged and people will either be sent to Heaven or Hell. 6) Predestination.  This is the belief that God not only knows 
everything that will happen in eternity, but also He preordains it.
In Shi’a Islam, the Five Root of Usul ad-Din are: 1) Belief in the oneness of God. 2) Belief in the prophets. 3) Belief in the justice of God. 4) Belief in the Day of 
Judgement. 5) Belief that Muhammad appointed 12 successors, called Imams, to lead the people and continue the religion.  You can see that both Sunni and Shi’a 
beliefs have in common the oneness of God, belief in His prophets and the Day of Judgement.




