
Scrooge at 
the start

Scrooge at 
the end

Misanthropic - having or showing a 
dislike of other people; unsociable.
Callous - cruel 
Miserly- unwilling to part with 
money/help

Philanthropic - giving
Transformed - changed

Christmas 
Past

Ephemeral - lasting for a short 
period of time
Transcendent - beyond or above 
the range of normal or physical 
human experience.
Enlightening - give (someone) 
greater knowledge and 
understanding about a subject or 
situation.

Christmas 
Present

Jovial - happy/jolly
Compassionate - caring
Benevolent - loving

Christmas 
Future

Sinister - giving the impression that 
something harmful or evil is 
happening or will happen.
Ominous -  giving the worrying 
impression that something bad is 
going to happen
Malevolent - evil

Marley Remorseful/Repentant -  sorry

Fred

Jovial - fun/happy
Compassionate - caring
Magnanimous - generous or 
forgiving, especially towards a rival or 
less powerful person.
Benevolent - loving

Bob 
Cratchit 

Temperate - showing moderation or 
self-restraint.
Compassionate - caring

Tiny Tim

Altruistic - showing a disinterested 
and selfless concern for the 
well-being of others; unselfish.
Wistful - having or showing a feeling 
of vague or regretful longing.
Optimistic - thinking the best will 
happen
Vulnerable - weak/open to 
exploitation

A Christmas Carol Context: A Christmas Carol was written in 1843 at a time of great change in 
Victorian Britain. The industrial revolution was taking place and there was a sudden growth of the 
cities as the economy shifted from agriculture to industry and trade people moved from the 
countryside to the cities and many lived in squalor as the housing was appalling. Money from 
industry made the rich, richer and the gap between rich and poor widened. Workers had to toil 
for long hours and for little money. Children didn’t go to school and worked long hours for a low 
wage to help support their families who barely had enough money to buy food. In the poorer 
areas of Britain's larger cities almost 1 in 5 children born in the 1830s and 40s had died by the 
age of five. During this period a small number of people became very wealthy and they lived in 
luxury with large houses, plenty of money, food and clothes. Their children didn’t work and were 
educated. Being seen to be civilised and adhering to a strict set of morals was important to high 
society in the Victorian age.

…therefore Dickens is 
not criticising the rich 

generally, but more 
specifically lamenting 

the selfishness of some 
and the repercussions of 

this. 

…highlighting Dickens’ 
belief that social 

responsibility is a crucial 
component of a 

successful society.

Therefore, the reader 
comes to understand 
how familial values 

provide framework of a 
functioning society and 

individual.

WHAT:
The writer 
uses…in order to 
highlight 
how…and to 
perhaps raise the 
idea that…

The writer seeks to 
establish … by 
immediately 
stating that the 
character is “…” 
which creates the 
sense of... 

HOW:
This is further highlighted 

through the use of “…” which 

has connotations of …, and 

could be used by the writer to 

suggest that…

The use of “...” to 

describe...could be interpreted 

as a symbol for...as it implies a 

sense of...with the writer 

suggesting...

WHY:
…acts as a catalyst 

for…by 

heightening the 

sense that…

Therefore, it 

becomes clear that 

the writer is 

suggesting 

that…due to…

Key conceptual vocabulary: 
Vehicle - used to drive home a point
Mouthpiece - used to articulate the thoughts of
Allegory - a character/theme or story used to represent a 
moral feeling



Task: Complete:

1 Create flashcards to help you learn they key vocabulary.

2 Describe how Scrooge is started in Stave 1.

3 Explain why Marley is wearing chains and what this could suggest.

4 What does Dickens think about the society he lives in?

5 Write a What How Why paragraph answering the question: Which character 
best represents Christian ideals?

6 Write a three What How Why paragraph essay answering the question: How 
does Dickens present family.

Homework Tasks


