
Y10 Autumn 2: Exploring The Performing Arts
A. REVELATIONS
Choreographer: Alvin Ailey 
Professional influences: Gene Kelly, Fred Astaire, Katherine Dunham, 
Lester Horton
Stimulus: Blood Memories from Texas 
Intention: Connecting stories from the dancers to the audience - “dances 
for the people, from the people”
Theme: Story of African-American persistence and hope, and the 
achievement of freedom from slavery.

What is a Creative Process? 
Choreography, or dance making, is a creative process that requires 
practice as well as knowledge of how the process functions. It 
involves the following steps: Research, Draft, Create, Reflect, Revise, 
Refine. Every choreographer will work differently depending on the 
context of the work and their intention, however the stages in the 
creative process remain the same. 

B. Stylistic Features
● Ballet bottom 
● Contemporary / 

modern top
● Rippling 
● T-tilt 
● Developpe 
● High Kicks 
● Deep second plie 
● Long extensions 
● Articulate footwork
● Expressive hand 

gestures 
● Contractions
● Back bends 
● Chaine turns

C. How to Research Effectively 
1. Pick your topic. 
2. Locate the information using: 

books, google search, 
websites, youtube. 

3. Evaluate the information: is it 
accurate, reliable and useful. 

4. Write, organise & communicate 
the information: take notes and 
re-phrase information into your 
own words.

5. Reference: number your 
sources of information 
throughout your writing, attach 
the link to your reference list at 
the bottom of your work under 
the correct number 



Homework Task Complete?

1 Write a review of Revelations including your first impression of the work. 

2 Use Box B to answer the following questions in full sentences: 
● What are the stylistic features of Alvin Ailey’s work? 
● What styles did Ailey use to create his work?
● What specific movements did he take from each style? 
● Give an example from Revelations

3 Research the importance of Alvin Ailey’s collaboration when choreographing. This can include: 
● How Ailey worked with his dancers 
● How Ailey collaborated with composers 
● Why was it important for Ailey to work closely with designers? (lighting, costume, set)

Create a reference list with ten sources. Use Box C to support you. 

4 Using the PEE (point, evidence, explanation) paragraph structure describe Alvin Ailey’s 
creative process when choreographing Revelations. You will need to do your own research 
to support with completion of this task. 

Challenge: Link to your experience of a creative process.
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