
Religious Education - Christian Beliefs and Teachings

Keywords

Ascension Jesus returning to be with  God in heaven after the  
crucifixion, 40 days after  resurrection. 

Original Sin The built-in tendency to do  wrong which comes from  Eve’s 
disobedience.

Atonement Making things better after sinning, asking for  
forgiveness from God. 

Incarnation God becoming flesh in the  form of Jesus Christ. 

OmniBenevolent The idea that God is all-loving. Omnipotent The idea that God is all powerful.

Crucifixion Jesus’ execution by the  Romans on the cross. Omniscient The idea that God is all seeing.

Genesis The first book of the Bible,  the story of creation is here. Sabbath A day of abstinence from  work. For Jews it is from  Friday 
evening to Saturday  evening. 

Grace A quality of God which shows  to humans that God loves  them which 
they don’t need  to earn. 

Salvation Being saved from sin and  given eternal life in heaven  by God. 

Transcendance Outside of our space, time  and beyond human  
understanding.

Purgatory A Catholic belief in a ‘waiting  room’ before going to  heaven or 
hell where your  soul is cleansed. 

Parable A story told by Jesus with a  message. These guide  
Christians in how to live their  life. 

Monotheistic A religion that believes in one God.

Week 1

Make Flashcards on the 
keywords and definitions.

Week 2
Explain why the Trinity is 
important in Christianity. 
(4 marks)

Week 3
Explain two Christian 
teaching on Judgement 
(refer to religious teachings 
in your answer). (5 marks)

Week 4
Evaluate the statement ‘All 
Christians have the same 
beliefs about Heaven and 
Hell. (12 marks)

Week 5
Make flashcards on the key 
quotes that you need to 
know.

Week 6
Evaluate the statement ‘If 
God was all loving, there 
would be no suffering in the 
world.’(12 marks)



Key Ideas

The Problem of Evil 
If God is has all these qualities why does He allow bad  things to happen to good and innocent 
people? 
Epicurean Paradox 
If God can’t stop evil then He can’t be omnipotent. If  He is able to stop evil, but chooses not to, 
He can’t be  omnibenevolent. 
Inconsistent Triad – J.L. Mackie 
You cannot have an all-loving, all-powerful  God who allows evil to exist. Christians  believe that 
God is transcendent and they  can trust God when things in the world are  not right.  
The Story of Job 
A wealthy, good man. Satan says that he is only good  because God blesses him and there is no 
evil in his life.  Satan tortures Job. Job still worships God. Job says  God’s ways are beyond human 
understanding.

Sin and Salvation
The death of Jesus made up for original sin. It allows us to atone 
for sins and reach eternal life in heaven. Jesus  was sent by God to 
repair the broken relationship between God and man.  Salvation is 
the idea that Jesus’ crucifixion saves human beings from eternal 
damnation.  Sin separates us from God and salvation saves us from 
this. This salvation comes through faith in God and Grace  through 
faith in Jesus.

The Trinity
Christians believe that the Trinity is made up of God the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit. They believe God is three in one. There are not three Gods, 
but different forms of the same thing. Each person of the Trinity is fully God 
but
the three persons of the Trinity are not the same.

Incarnation 
Christians believe that God was incarnated  (made flesh) in human form as 
Jesus Christ.  Mary was impregnated by the Holy Spirit  and gave birth as a 
virgin. This is proof of  Jesus’ status as the son of God. Christmas is the 
festival  that celebrates the incarnation. God in human form makes it 
easier to understand his  actions, e.g. miracles and the resurrection. Jesus 
is  known as the Messiah. When Jesus was baptised God  said, “You are my 
son”. Jesus was asked whether he was the Son of God, he replied, “I am”

Resurrection
Jesus was buried in a tomb and left there  until Easter Sunday as it was the 
Sabbath so  no-one could touch the body. Early on the Sunday 3 women visited his 
tomb expecting to find his  body but it was not there. He appeared to different  
people as a physical being. This event is celebrated on  Easter Sunday. The 
resurrection proves Jesus was divine and not just a  human. The significance for 
Christians is it shows the  power of good over evil, that they can be resurrected  
and shouldn't fear death. The resurrection gives  purpose to the Christian faith.

Ascension 
Before his ascension Jesus appeared to his disciples and told them to 
spread the word of  him. The time between resurrection and  ascension 
reminds Christians that God will forgive sins  and they can become closer 
to God. The Holy Spirit will  be there to guide and comfort. The ascension, 
when Jesus went up to heaven, happened 40 days after the resurrection. It 
assures  Christians they will rise again after death and live on in  the 
afterlife. It leads Christians to try and lead a good  life.



Key Ideas

Key Quotes
“Jesus answered: ‘I am the  way and the truth and the  life. No one comes to the  
Father except through me.’” 
“I and the Father are One.” 
“The Word became flesh and  lived amongst us.” 
“God so loved the world he  gave his one and only Son.” 
“I am the resurrection and  the life. The one who believes  in me will never die.” 
“He left them and was taken  to heaven.” 
“The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation  to all men.” 
“In Him we have redemption  through His blood, the  forgiveness of our trespasses,  
according to the riches of His  grace.”
“’It is finished!’ Then he  bowed his head and gave up  his spirit.”
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the  earth.” 
“And God said, ‘Let there be  light’ and there was light.” 
“In the beginning was the  Word, and the Word was with  God, and the Word was 
God.” “I am going to prepare a place  for you.” 
“So God created mankind in  his own image.” 
“From the tree of knowledge  of good and evil you shall not  eat, for in the day 
that you  eat from it you will surely  die.” “God will bring into  judgement both the 
righteous  and the wicked.” “Just as people are destined  to die once, and after 
that to  face judgment.” 
“My Father’s house has many  rooms…I am going to there to  prepare a place for 
you.”
“We believe in one God;  Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 
“I am the first, and I am the  last: and beside Me there is  no God.” 
“I believe in God, the Father  almighty, creator of heaven  and earth.” 
“The Almighty is beyond our  reach and exalted in power.” 
Original Sin – Suffering is a  consequence of the fall of  man in Genesis 3. (St  
Augustine of Hippo) 
Free Will Defence – evil is a  cause of human’s free will.  (Alvin Plantinga) 
No pain, no gain – Our  relationship strengthens with  God through experiences,  
including evil and suffering.  (St Irenaeua) 

The Nicene Creed 
The Christian statement of belief:
God is creator; Jesus was born of 
the Virgin Mary by the power of 
God; Jesus was crucified, 
resurrected and  ascended to 
heaven; There will be a day of 
judgment; There is one universal 
church; God will forgive sins; There  
will be resurrection and eternal 
life.

The Nature of God
● Believe in one God (monotheism) 

who
● is the creator  and the sustainer of 

all  that exists. 
● God is omnipotent which means 

He is almighty and  has unlimited 
power. 

● God is omnibenevolent which 
means He is all loving. God is just 
which means He is a fair judge. • 
God is transcendent which means 
He is outside of  our space and 
time and beyond our 
understanding.

Afterlife 
Christians believe in eternal life but what happens to  them depends on 
their belief in God. Judgement will  happen at death or at the day of 
judgement. 
Heaven and Hell People will go to heaven or hell  depending on how they 
behave  and whether they have a belief in Jesus. Heaven is with  God, 
eternal happiness and no suffering. Hell is seen as  eternal torment, absence 
from God and life with the  Devil.  
Purgatory A place Catholics believe in, where your soul is cleansed 
as no-one is ready to go to heaven as humans are all imperfect.  
Parable of the Sheep and the Goats Shows how people will be judged by 
God.  The sheep are the good and the goats the  bad, going to heaven and 
hell. Treating  others well and believing in God is  important to guarantee a 
good afterlife. 
Parable of Lazarus Poor man who led a good life helping others and his  
family went to heaven. Rich, selfish man went to hell.




