
Year 10 English Unit 1: ‘Power and Conflict Poetry’ Cluster 1

Bayonet Charge - Ted Hughes
Context:

● Set during World War 1 and highlights its 
futility and brutality

● Ted Hughes father fought at the battle of 
Gallipoli during World War 1

● The British government used lots of 
propaganda to encourage citizens to join the 
army and the poem criticises this with how 
desensitised the soldier has become

Language:
➔ “Suddenly he awoke and was running 

- raw”
➔ “King, honour, human dignity, etcetera 

/ dropped like luxuries in a yelling 
alarm”

➔ “He was running / like a man who has 
jumped up in the dark and runs”

Charge of the Light Brigade - Alfred Lord Tennyson
Context:

● The Crimean War was a conflict that  formed 
the inspiration of this poem 

● The soldiers were given the wrong orders but 
fought anyway, allowing Tennyson to focus on 
the brutality and futility of conflict but also to 
praise their bravery and to glorify them.

Language:
➔ All in the valley of Death

Rode the six hundred.
➔ Theirs not to reason why,

  Theirs but to do and die.
➔ Then they rode back, but not

 Not the six hundred.

Remains - Simon Armitage
Context:

● Based on a series of interviews with soldiers 
from the Gulf war 

● Many soldiers experience post traumatic 
stress disorder which leaves long-term 
emotional and psychological damage

● Armitage focuses on the soldier’s inability to 
erase the horrors and futility of war

Language:

➔ ‘Probably armed, possibly not’
➔ ‘End of story, except not really’
➔ ‘And the drink and the drugs won't 

flush him out’

War Photographer - Carol Ann Duffy
Context:

● The speaker is in a “darkroom” where they are 
developing photos using chemical techniques 

● War photography is a dangerous profession. 
Duffy’s friend was a war photographer

● Throughout the poem there is a conflict 
between “rural England” and the experience of 
a warzone which highlights how desensitised 
we have become

Language:
➔ Spools of suffering set out in ordered 

rows 
➔ He remembers the cries of this man’s 

wife 
➔ A hundred agonies in black and white  

The Emigree - Carol Rumens
Context:

● Emigree is linked to the word emigrant, which 
is someone who makes their life in another 
country 

● The speaker is oppressed in her new city 
and reminisces about her old city

● Rumens bases the understanding of 
emigration on events in the middle East, 
where people have fled from tyranny

Language:
➔ “There once was a country”
➔ “It might be at war, it may be sick with 

tyrants”
➔ “It cannot break / my original view, the 

bright filled paperweight”

Kamikaze - Beatrice Garland
Context:

● Kamikaze pilots were expected to commit 
suicide in defending their country 

● The practice of dying in honour stems from 
Shinto Buddhism 

● Ideas of family and cultural honour are very 
powerful in Japan and the poem explored the 
inner conflict between duty and 
individuality

Language:
➔ A shaven head full of powerful 

incantations 
➔ The little fishing boast strung out like 

bunting 
➔ He must have wondered which had 

been the better way to die 

Poppies - Jane Weir
Context:

● Poppies are a symbol of remembrance Weir 
is a mother and wanted to capture the 
intense loss, grief and anxiety felt by 
people not involved in war directly

● Weir is a textiles artist - something that is 
reference throughout the poem 

Language:
➔ Sellotape bandaged around my hands 
➔ I was brave as I walked with you 
➔ I listened, hoping to hear your 

playground voice catching the wind 

Exposure - Wilfred Owen
Context:

● Trench warfare meant poor conditions 
● Wilfred Owen trained to be a vicar prior to 

joining the army 
● However, Owen addresses the mental 

trauma and power of nature in order to 
highlight the reality and brutality of war

Language:
➔ Our brains ache, in the merciless 

iced East winds that knife us 
➔ The poignant misery of dawn begins 

to grow 
➔ For love of God seems dying 

Keywords: Futility / Transient / Ostracise / Trauma / Oppression / Reminiscent / Patriotism / Perpetual / Vulnerable /  
Irony / Brutality / Reality / Propaganda / Disillusioned / Glorify / Desensitised / Displace / Identity



Task Homework Task Complete?

1 Bayonet Charge and Charge of the Light Brigade both show conflict - write a What How Why 
paragraph explaining which you think better shows the horror of war.

2 Answer the following questions in two short (3 sentences) paragraphs: How does Armitage show 
the effects of war in Remains? How does Carol Ann Duffy show the way people can become 
desensitised to war?

3 Create flashcards for the following themes using quotes from the six poems you have studied: the 
power of identity, the after effects of conflict, the horror of conflict, the power of institutions.

4 Using the keywords write a sentence summarising each of the poems you have studied so far this 
unit.

5 Write a paragraph comparing how the writers of Exposure and Kamikaze present the effects of 
conflict.

6 Write at least two What How Why paragraphs answering the following question: Compare how 
the writer presents the power of identity in the Emigree and one other poem.


