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1. Scope and Purpose
1.1 At Springwest Academy all students have a right to learn. Teachers deliver well-planned lessons

that engage students and promote their learning. Students are expected to arrive ready to learn,

with the equipment necessary to enable them to participate fully in the lesson. They should not

take anything to a lesson which might interfere with their learning or the learning of others.

1.2 Mobile phones or similar personal devices can cause disturbance to learning and the safety of

students. The use of phones by students can also lead to cyberbullying, child protection and

safeguarding concerns.

1.3 Students’ mobile phones must not be seen or heard at any time on our school site or school

visits. If a student brings a phone to school, and it is agreed by the parent that this is necessary,

they must be kept in their school bag and must be switched off.

1.4 We will not take any responsibility for the loss or theft of a phone and no member of staff’s time

will be taken up in trying to sort out the loss.

1.5 If inappropriate, dangerous, bullying or sexualised materials on phones are reported to us we will

inform parents, whose responsibility it is to monitor the use of mobile technologies and cameras

by their children. The school will report on any safeguarding issues in the appropriate way and

will report to the police any criminal or illegal activity.

2. Confiscation of Inappropriate Items
2.1 The confiscation of inappropriate items is guided by the Department for Education’s publication:

Searching, Screening and Confiscation which contains advice for headteachers, school staff and

governing bodies on this topic.

2.2 Members of staff are permitted to confiscate inappropriate items and are protected from legal

proceedings arising from the confiscation of the same.

2.3 Inappropriate items include:

● Any item posing a threat to good order for learning: for example a pupil using a
personal phone or similar device in school when it must not be seen or heard;

● Any item which is against school rules

3. Procedures
3.1 Our School Procedures for Mobile Communication Technologies - Including Mobile Phones and

Wireless Technologies (Smart watches) are as follows:

3.2 Mobile phones or similar personal mobile technologies must not be seen, heard or used on the

school site or on school trips. If brought to school they must be turned off and kept in the bottom

of a school bag. Mobile phones remain the responsibility of the individual and the school will

accept no responsibility for theft, loss or damage.

3.3 If parents need to send urgent messages to their children during the day they should phone

reception (020 8831 3000). If a student needs to urgently contact their parents this can be

arranged through Student Services or their Pastoral Mentor.

3.4 Sanctions for contravention of the expectations set out in this policy are as follows:

■ Step One: The phone or similar personal mobile device will be confiscated for the day

and can be collected at the end of the day from Reception.

■ Step Two: If the phone is confiscated for the second time in a term the same

procedures will be followed but the phone must be collected by a parent/carer.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/674416/Searching_screening_and_confiscation.pdf


■ Step Three: If the phone is confiscated for the third time in a term the same

procedures will be followed but the phone must be collected by a parent/carer.

3.5 Step Three will be repeated for any additional offences during the term.

3.6 Refusal to hand over device: In the very rare incident that a student refuses to hand the teacher

their mobile phone, the teacher will not enter into any dispute with the student. The teacher will

email the Principal’s PA and a member of SLT will be sent to collect the phone. If the student still

refuses they will be put into isolation and it is the parent’s responsibility to ensure the phone is

handed in for confiscation. The phone will be checked to ensure it is a working phone with a

working SIM card.


